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To Mr. PETER Dow IE v and his 
Followers , more eſpecially the Diſſenting 
Pariſhioners of Cotesbach in Leiceſter- 
Shire. | 


IS very obſervable, that when the Phariſees were 

ſo far carried away by the ſtrength of Prejudice, 
"2 as Maliciouſly and Blaſphemouſſy to Aſcribe the 

Power, whereby Chrift caſt out Devils (not to 
God but) to Beelzebub the Prince of the Devils, amongſt 
Other Arguments to Convince them of the Folly and 
Falſeneſs of this their Opinion, our Bleſſed Saviour Ap- 
peals to the Judgment of their own Children, that is, of Per- 
ſons of their Own Seft or Perſwaſion, as we read Matt. 12. v.27. 
222 Beelzebub caſt ous Devils, by whom do your Children caſt 

hem out ? therefore They ſhall be your Judges. 

Now this Method of Appeal being eſteemed by our Bleſſed 
Saviour, as in it ſelf 4 moft Proper Means to Remove the 
Unreaſonable Prejudice of the Phariſees Againſt Him: on 
this account, (belides the many Arguments drawn from 
Revelation and Reaſon, which I have —— made uſe of in 
xr bier Letters lately Publiſhed, the one to a Diſſeming Pa- 
77 


oner, the other to a Diſeming Teacher) I cannot 10 
my ſelf, without making Trial alſo of a Like Method wit 
That of our Bleſſed Saviour aboye-mentioned, in order to 
Remove the Unteaſonable ole 21" (as of Other Diſtenters 
or Separatiſts, ſo more particularly) of you, Sir, and your 
Followers, more eſpecially ſuch of Them as are of my Own 
Pariſh, Againſt Ou Church- Communion, namely by Appeal- 
ing to the Judgments of the moſt Eminent Nonconformiſts 
or Diſſenters (both of the Preibyterian and alſo of the In- 
Perſwaſion) that have been within this Our Own | 
Kingdom, concerning the Lawfulneſs, of the Rites and Cere- 
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The Preface. 


And I hope, that you and your Followers, tho' ſo far car- 
ried away by the Force of Prejudice, as not to Vouchſaſe a 
due Conſideration to the Greateſt Truths and Plaineft Ar- 
gumenti, that can be offer'd you by Ae, yet may be induced 
to have more Regard to Perſons of the Higheſt Note among your 
Own Party, and by giving a more impartial and ſerious Conſs- 
deration to what has been ſaid and Achnowledged by Them, 
may thereby be brought to a ſight of the Great Sin you 
are guilty of by your Separation. 

Moreover, becauſe it is an Artifice, or piece of Craft, 
commonly made uſe of by the Leaders of your Party, viz. to 
Delude and Draw off Weak Perſons that are unacquainted 
with Affairs Abroad, by telling them that the Proteſtants 
beyond ſea do ( All or Moſt of Them) Differ from and Diſ- 
approve the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of England, and 
on the other hand have exactly the ſame way of Worſhip as 
the Diſſenters have: I ſhall therefore largely and evidently 
ſhew , that the ſaid Suggeſtions are Downright Falſities and 
Untruths, and confequently Such as are altogether Incon- 
ſiſtent with common Fioneſty and Sincerity, and in uling 
thereof the Diſſenting Teachers exactly Imitate their Maſters 
the Popi/h, eſpecially the Jeſuitical, Prieſts. | 

The Methed I ſhall rake to do This, ſhall be by Ad- 
Joyning (to the Teſtimonies of the moſt Eminent Diſienters 
of our Own Nation) the Teftimonies alſo of the moſt Famous 
Proteſtant Divines beyond the Seas concerning the Lamſulneſi 
of our Church-Government and Worſhip, &c. and alſo by Ac- 
quxinting the Reader with the Practice of All the Reformed 
Churches beyond ſea in Europe, in reference to the ſeveral 
Kizes and Ceremonies made uſe of by the Church of England. 
Whence twill appear, that there is much Greater 2 
in the general between the Foreign Reformed Churches and 
the Church of England, than between the ſaid Foreign Churches 
and our Se 27 and that in thoſe Few things, wherein 
ſome of the Foreign Churches Differ from the Church of Eng- 
land, that they 2 by no means Condemns Our Uſage or 
Practiſe, or Judge it Requilite , that either our Church-Go- 
vernment or Worſhip ſhould be Altered, much leſs Abo- 
E/hed or Laid aſide; but on the contrary do very much Ap- 
prove 
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T he Preface. 


prove of Both, and ib that Ve may Ever Enjoy the Flappi- 
neſs of Both, in Peace and Quietneſs, and do openly De- 
clare, that Every National Church has Power to Decree ot 
Enjoyn, Change and Aboliſb any Kites and Ceremonies of an 
Indifferent Nature, and that a Separation from any National 
Church, and particularly from the Church of England on ac- 
count of its Epiſcopal Government or ſuch its Kites and Ce- 
remonies, is no other than Schiſmatical or Downright Sinfull. 
What I ſhall produce in reference to the Practice of 
Foreign Reformed Churches , is taken for the main out of 
Mr. Durels Book of Foreign Churches, writ indeed to the 
fame Good End I am now Aiming at, but not for the 
Ule of Common People. And therefore the Abridgmem of 
It not long ſince Publiſhed, as it is an Excellent Deſign in 
it ſelf, ſo tis to be wiſhed, that ſome number had been 
Printed in a much Leſſer Character, that fo they might have 
been afforded at a much Leſſer Price, even ſuch as would 
have been much more Agreeable to the Narrow Circum- 
ſtances (not only of Ay-ſelf, but alſo) of the Far Greateſt 
Part of the Clergy in order to Purchale aud Diſtribute the 
ſaid Abridgment in their ſeveral Pariſhes. And till this be 


Done, the Defe& thereof may in ſome meaſure be ſup- 


plied by What is Taken ous of the ſaid Abridgment, and 
Inſerted under the Several Heads of this Preſent Treatiſe. 

I thall farther take notice here of Two Particulars , 
which are very well obſerved, One of them in the A- 
bridger's Introduction, the Other in the Preface to the faid 
Avbridgment. The Former of them is, what Mr. Durel in 
his Dedication tells the Earl of Clarendon , namely , that 
© Thoſe who are Diſ#atisfied with our Church-Government and 
te Publick Worſhip as by Law Eſtabliſhed, are the Only Men in 
te the World of All thoſe that profeſs the Proteftant Religion, 
« who ſcruple to ſubmit to the One, and joyn with Us in the 
@ Other, And that if they Refuſe io Conform in Thoſe things 
* which are impoſed by Lawfull Authority upon the Mem- 
* bers of the Church of England, they mult likewiſe Renownce 
* rhe Communion of All other Reformed Churches, there being 


| © Not One in All the world but does impoſe things of Like 


nature, and againſt which the Same Exceptions may be 
A3 te made, 
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T he Preface. 
© made, with as much Reaſon: nay, Al and Every One of 
© ehoſe Ceremonies which are here impoſed, being alſo im- 
© poſed in One or Other of All the Reformed Churches beyond 
te the Seas; and All, and More, in Some of Them, which 
© yet are not accounted Superſtitions in the judgment of 
te Other Churches which do not uſe the ſame*”. Now the 


Knowledge hereof , as it is in it ſelf a very Proper Means, | 


ſo in Charity I am obliged to hope that it will alſo prove 
a very Effeflual Means, to Convince Our Diſſenters 4 their 
Unreaſonable Prejudice Againft, and Sinfull Separation From 
our Church. 

This is no other than the Hany Efe&, which the 
Knowledge of the aforeſaid Particulars atiually had on a 
Diſſeming Teacher, of a very conſiderable Character, and 
One of the mot Learned Diſſenters of this Age, (as we are 
informed by the Publiſhers in the Preface of the aforeſaid 
Abridgment,) viz. Mr. A. Lane M. A. Late Maſter od the 
Free School at Leonminſter or Lemſier in Herefordſhire, and 
afterwards Teacher of a Grammar School at Mile-end, who 
was Converted and Emirely brought over to the Communion of 
the Church of England by Reading Mr. Durel's Book; and 
who often Declared himſelf Concerned as the Misfortune of 
Not Reading the Book ſooner. 

Out of my truly Chriſtian Love to you, Sir, and your Fol- 
lowers, more eſpecially my Diſienting Pariſhioners, I moſt 
heartily beſcech God, that he would of his Infinite Good- 
neſs be ſo Mercifull to you and Them, as by his Grace ſo to 
Enable you and Them to Remove All Prejudice, and ſo 


meekly to Diſpoſe your and Their Hearts, as that the Read- 


ing of theſe Papers may have the Like Happy Effect on you 


and Them, And fo I come to the Subject Matter of This | 


Treatiſe. * © 


SOME 


(2) 
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— SOME 

T ESTIMONIES 

* Of the moſt Eminent 

ENGLISH Diſſenters, 

As alſo of 


Fort1cn Reformed 


CHURCHES and DIVINES, 


CONCERNING 


The Lawfulneſs of the Rites and Ceremonies of 
the Churchof England, and the Unlawfulneſs 
of Separating from Her Communion. 


* — 


r 
Of the Lawfulneſs and Expediency of Forms of Prayer 
in Churches or Publick Congregations. | 

Shall begin with the Teſtimonies of the chief Non- 

Conformiſts Diſienters, that have been within this Our 

own Ki dom; and theſe I ſhall take (in the main) as 

I find them already collected by Mr. Bennet in his 
Anſwer to the Diſſenter's Pleas 8 or ; 
of the London Caſes p.69, &c. w tis obſerved, that 

Mr. Ball, Dr. Owen, Mr. Norton , and Mr. Tombes do 

A 4 (a) ex: 


2 Teſtimonies Domeſiickand Foreign 


(a) expreſsly Own Forms of Prayer to be U ; and This 
is ſaid (5) to be the Tenet of All eur (Diſſening) Beſt and 
moi Fudicious Divines. © It is very well known, ſays (e) one, 
ct that the Flower of Our Own Divines went on in this way, 
© (viz. of Formes,) when they might have done otherwiſe, 
te if they had pleaſed, in their Prayers before Sermons : and 
we find Mr. Hildenſbam's Prayer before Sermon (d) Printed. 
This was fo Univerſally and Conſtantly practiſed that Mr. 
Clark, (e) tells us, that © the Firſt Man, who brought 
te Concerved Prayer into uſe in thoſe parts where he lived, 
« was Mr. Sam. Cook, who dyed but in the year 1649. 

Nay, the chief Diſſeming Writers do not only aſiert, but 
they alſo undertake to prove the Lamſulneſi of Forms ( f ) from 
the Nature, Uſe, and End of Prayer; and charge the Con- 
trary opinion with Eu] ( g ) and Novelty (h). 

They Grant alſo, Firſt, that Forms are not only Lawfull, 
but that there are Foorſteps of this way of worſhip both in the O 
and New Teſtament, as Mr. Tombes and others have ſhew'd, (i) 
and Mr. Ainſworth does confeſs. () 

zd, That they are very Antient in the Chriſtian Church. 
te The Chriftian 234 of Antiem Times, for the ſpace of 
© this 1400 years at leaſt, if not from the ApoFiles time, 
* had their ſlimed Liturgies, ſaith Mr. Ball (1), and (mn) Mr. 
Tombes anſwers Objections to the Contrary. 

3dly, That in the Beſt Reformed , nay in All Reformed 
Churches, they are not only uſed and tolerated, but alſo 
(n) are judged Uſeful! and Expedient. 

( See Bals Tryal, Pref. and Ch. t,z, 3, 8. Baxter's Cure of 
Ch. Div. p. r75. Owen's Work of Sp. in Prayer, p. 220» 222+ 235» 
Norton's Anſwer to Apel. c. 13. (6) Clark's Lives of Ten Divines 
P-155. (e) Bradſpaw's Life in Clark's collect. fol.p. 67. (d ) See 
his Doctrine of Faſting and Prayer A. D. 1633. (e) collect. of 
ten Lives 4to. p. 38. () Balls Tryal c. 2. Regerss Tr, p.223. 
B&Þ>yan's Dwelling with God p. 307 Egerton's practice of Chriſtia- 
nity e 11. p.691, Edit. 7. (g) Grave Confut. Epiſt. ro the Reader. 
Contin. Morn, Exer. p. 105. ( b Preſten's Serm. on Joh. 1. 16. 
(i) Theodulia p.z21. Baxter's Cure &c. p. 176. Balls Tryal p.128, 
129. Grave Confut.p. 12, 13. (k) Annott, on Exod. 12.8. (() Tryal 
p. 96. 106. 111. 138 and p.80. (m) Theodulia p. 222. () Balls 
Tryal p. 08 & c. Agger Treatiſes p 224. Tombe!'s Theod . p.224 
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Concerning Forms of Prayer. 3 


4hly, That they thought it altogether Unlawful! to Se- 
Parate from Churches on account of Stinted Forms and Li- 
aurgies, is not only frequently affirmed by Mr. Ball, (o) but 
little leſs even by Mr. Norton, ( p ) who faies, “ It 1s Lamſull 
« to embrace Communion with Churches, where ſuch 
t Forms in Publick Worſhip are in uſe ; neither do's it lie as a 
et Duty on a Believer, that he Diijeyn and Separate himſelf 
te from ſuch a Church. And they give this Reaſon for it, 
that then they muſt Separate from All Churches. (4) So Mr. 
Baxter, © Is it not a high degree of Pride to conclude, 
te that almoſt All Chriſt's Churches in the world, for theſe thir- 
te teen hundred years at leaft to this Day, have offer d ſuch 
te worſhip unto God as that you ate obliged to Avoid it? 
« And that almoſt All the Catholic Church on Earth this day 
© is below your Communion for uſing Forms? and that even 
te Calvin, and the Presbyterians Carzwright, FHilderſham, and 
« the Old Non-Conformiſts were Unworthy of your Com- 
tte munion ? 

Gifford an Old Non - Conformiſt (in his Preface to his 
ſecond Treatiſe againſt the Donatiſts or Separatiſis of Eng 
land) expteſoly Condemns Perſons Abſenting themſelvei from 
the Common Prayer as a Grievour Sin: His Words are, 
te ſome are Proceeded to This, that they will come to the 
e to Hear the Sermons and Prayer of the Preacher, 
te But not to the Prayers of the Book; which I take to be a 
} Afore Grievous Sin than many do ſuppoſe. 

Moreover, becauſe it is an Objection made uſe of by 
ſome of the Diſenters againſt our ( ommon Prayer, that thete- 
in the People bear a part with the Miniſier, I cannot but 
think that it may be very ſerviceable here to take notice of- 
what Mr. Baxter has ſaid in his Chriſtian Directory, on 
Q. 83. it being abundantly Enough, not only to Prove 
that the People's ſo doing is very Lawſull, but alſo moſt fie 
and Conduci ve to Devotion. For ſaith he, 


1ſt, * The Scripture no where Forbids it. 


(+) Balls Tryal p. 96, 106 &c. () Reſp. ad Apol. c. 12. 
( q ) Sacril. Deſert. pag. toz. Defence part. 2 pag. 65, See Baſs 
Tryal p. 131. K geri Treatifes p. 224. 


ully, 


4 Teſtimonies Domeſtick and Foreign 

2dly, If the People may do this in the Pſalms in Meter, 
© there can be no Reaſon given, but they may Lawfully 
ce do it in Proſe. : 

3dly, * The Primitive Chriſtians were ſo Full of Zeal and 
* Love of Chriſt, that they would have taken it for an 
ce Injury or Ouenching of the Spirit, to have been wholly Re- 
t ſtrained from Bearing a Part in the Praiſes of the Church. 

4thly, « The Uſe of the Tongue keeps awake the Mind, 
te and ſtirs up God's Graces in his ſervants. 

Fthly, “It was the Decay of Zeal in the People, that Firſt 
hut out the Reſponſes ; while they kept up the Antient Zeal, 
te they were inclined to take their Part Vocally in the Worſhip. 

Thus much for the Teſtimonies of the moſt Eminent 
Diſſenters of Our Own Nation concerning the Lawfulneſs 
and Expediency of Forms of Prayer : now follow the Teſti - 
monies of the Proteſtants beyond ſea. t 

Mr. Calvin, that moſt Renowned Perſon of the Presby- 
terĩan Party, always uſed a Form of Prayer before his Le- 
cture (r). And as he uſed a Form himſelf, ſo he com- 
poled a Liturgy or Form of Prayer to be uſed on Sundays 
and Holy days, which was afterwards Eftabliſhed by order at 
Geneva. And in his Letter to the Lord Protectout in the 
Reign of Edward the ſixth he thus declares his judgment 
concerning Publick Forms (). For ſo much as concerns 
« the Formes of Prayer, and Eccleſtaſtical Rites, I highly ap- 
te prove, that it be Determin'd ſo, as that it may Not be 
« Zawfjwll for the Miniſters in their Adminiſtration to Yary 
ce from it, &c. 

And tis obſervable, that afterwards ſuch as withdrew 
out of this Kingdom in the days of Queen Mary, and re- 
fided at Geneva, did by Mr. Calvin's advice draw up a Li- 


_ ogy, Which was Printed in the Eng!i/5 Tongue, in the 


year 1556. 

Add hereunto the Teſtimony of the Famous Monſieur 
Mareel: © T wonder (ſays he) * ſome are found in Fng- 
ce /and Averle from any Set Form of Liturgy, &c. Among 
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Concerning Kneeling at the Sacrament. F 


e I it is no where permisred to rejett the Uſe of that Liturgy 
te which was made by Calvin. "See Abridgment of Du- 
rel &c. p.11. 


I ſhall conclude this head with the Teſtimony of Mr. 


$ Durel, as being moſt Full in relation to the Practice of 


the Reformed Churches beyond ſea. © I affirm, ſays he, that there 


te are ſet Formes of Prayer and Liturgies in All the Reformed 
* not — excepted. ] do not ſpeak without book, 
* having uſed Their ſet Forms my ſelf, (having been a Mi- 
© iſter among them during my banilhment,) or having 
«© Seen them in Print, or having had them in Manuſcrips 
te tranflated into Latin, or having been informed ſo by pecu- 
ce liar Members of the Reſpeftive Churches, Nay, he tells us, 
that one of the Canons of the Reformed Church in France 
provides, that *All ſuch as queſiion the Uſe of their Litur- 
ce get, and who will not reſt ſatisfied after a Fair Hear- 


* ing, ſhall be Excommunicated. See Abridgm. of Durel &c. 


P- 9, 11. 

Mr. Durel farther obſerves (p. 19,20,21. of Abridgment) 
that as to things contained in the Common Prayer, there is 
a ſimilitude of Ceremony in All or Moſs of the Reformed 
Churches of Europe, with that of England : Many have the 
Litany, All have ſe: Formes for Confeſi'on &c. They have 
likewiſe Proper Leſions for the Day, with ColleFs, Epiſiles, 
and Goſpels : That the Lord's Prayer in ſome Churches is 
Re often, 1n France three times ; and the Dutch and Lu- 
therans generally uſe to ſay the Lord's Prayer with their Grace 
after meat; and that it would be a Notorious Scandal among 


Alll the Reformed Churches Abroad, ſhould it be Diſcontinued, 


C HA. II. 
Of Kneeling at the Sacrament. 


M- Bennet (in his Abridgment of London Caſes p. 170.) 
hath obſerved, that Mr.7ombes hath ſhewn,that whate 
ever our Saviour's Geſture was, yet we are not obliged to ity 
( Theod, p. 168.) that 'tis granted by Mr. Bains ( Chriſt. 
Letter 24.) and Mr. Bayly (Difſwaſ. c. 2. & 6.) that ne;ther ſu- 
lng is neceſſary nor Kneeling forbid. A 
ut 


6 DT eflimonies Domeſlick and Fireign 

But Mr. Baxter is very full to the purpoſe : for faith he, 

* As for Kneeling I never yet heard Any thing to prove 

«ir Unlawfull. If there be Any thing, it muſt be either 
* ſome Word of God or the Nature of he Ordinance, which 
« is ſuppoſed to be contradicted. But 1/t. There is No 
er Mord of God For Any Geſiure not Againſt Any. Chriſt's 
© Example can never be proved to oblige us more in this, 
© than in many other Circumſtances, that ate confeſſed not ob- 
& ligatory : as that he deliver'd but to Miniſters, and but to 
a Family, to Twelve, and Aſier Supper, and on Thurſday- 
night, and in an Upper Room, &c. and his Geſture was not ſuch 
a Sitting as Ours, And 2dly, For the Nature of the Ordi- 
nance, it 15 mixt: and if it be Lamfull to take a Pardon from 
the King upon our Knees, I know not what can make it Un- 
{awful 10 take a ſealed Pardon from Chriſt (by his Embaſſa- 
dour) zpon our Knees, Chriſt. Direct. part 2. p. 111. 

As to the Practice of the Reformed Churches beyond ſea, Mr. 
Durel aſſures us, that All thoſe of the Aug iburg Confeſiion re- 
ceive the Sacrament Kneeling; and that the Reformed 
Churches according to Calvin did at a National Aſſembly 
at Charenton (Anno 1631. ) declare, that there was neither 
1dolatry nor Superſtition in their (the Lutheran) worſhip. 

Nay tis very Remarkable, that the Churches of the 
Bohemian and ( Auguſian or) Augsburg Confeſſion (which 
ſpread through the large Kingdoms of Bohemia, Denmark, 
Norway, and Sweden, and through great part of Germany 
and Poland) did not only ule the ſame Geſture of Kneeling, 
that Our Church enjoyns, at the Sacrament z but They, toge- 
ther with Thoſe of the Flelvetick Confeſiion, did in (:) Three 
General Synods unanimouſly condemn the Sitting Geſture (tho 
they eſteem'd it in It ſelf Lawfull) as being Scandalous for 
this Remarkable Reaſon, viz. becauſe it was uſed by the 
( Arians, as their Synods call the) Socinians, in contempt 
of our Saviour's Divinity ; who therefore placed themſelves 
as Fellows with their Lord at his Table, And thereupon they 


(re) The firſt Synod was held at Cracow A. D. 1573. the l ſecond 


at Petricow or Peterkaw A. D. 1578. the third Sy nod at Wiadiſliw 
4. D. 1583, 
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Concerning the Croſs in Baptiſm. 7 


Entreat and Exhort All Chriſtians of their Communion 
to change Sitting into Kneeling or Standing; Both which Co- 
remonies, ſay they, we Indifferently leave Free, according as 
the Cuffom of Any Church hath obtained, and we Approve 
of their Uſe without Scandal and Blame. Moreover they aſ- 
firm, that theſe Socinians, who deny Chriſt to be God, were 
the Firſt that introduced Sitting at the Sacrament in their 


Churches, contrary to the Practice of All the Evangelical 


in Europe. 

I cannot — Obſerving, that ſince Every Good and 
True Chriſtian muſt and will Own, that Socinjaniſm (to 
Speak at the Loweſt) is no leſs Deteſtable than Popery, ĩt 
therefore evidently follows, that the aforementioned Rea- 
ſon alledged by the aforeſaid Reformed Churches Againſt 
Sitting at the Sacrament is altogether as Good and Strong as 
the Reaſon commonly urged by Our Diſſenters Againſt 
Kneeling. Nay ( to bring = Matter yetMoRE HoME, 
and to Turn their very Own Argument upon the Diſſenter:) 
it deſerves more Peculiar Notice, that the Objection A- 
g4inſt Kneeling drawn by the Diſſenters from Our Agree- 
ment therein with the Pæpiſis, will Hold as Strong, or ra- 
ther Stronger Againſt Sitting at the Sacrament, this being no 
other than the Geſture made uſe of by (That Man of Sin, to 
ſpeak in their Stile) the Head of the Papiſts, even the P 
bimſelf at his Receiving the Sacrament. See Alex. Hale. 


Tratt, de Miſi4 par. 2, Queſt. 10. par. 4. & Angel. Rocha de 
Solenni Commun. Summi Pomif. p. 33, 38- 


Crap. III. 
| Of the Croſs in Baptiſm. 
r. Burges in his defence of Dr. Morton (p. 416. &c.) 
ſheweth, that We hold no Conformity with the Pa- 


p3ſts in the 1 of the Sign of the Croſs at Baptiſm, either in 
the Time when, or Place where, or Manner how, or End 


& whereto. Nay (as the ſame Dr. proceeds) *if the child 
== © be in danger of preſent Death, and not like to live to 


te make Profeſſion of Chriſt Crucified, the Miniſter is di- 


* rected Not to ſe the ſigu of the Croſs 3 that All may * 
$4 : & that 
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tt that we hold it Nor to be either Operative upon the childs | 
rt or at all Neceſſary to the Efficacy of the Lord's Sacrament, but 


& do only Retain it, according to the Firſt and Beſt Intention, 
te as an Outward Badge of the Conftant Profeſſion of Chriſt 


et Crucified ”. And whereas tis faid in the 3oth Canon, that 
by this Lawfull Ceremony and Flonourable Badge, the Child is | 


Dedicated to the Service of Chriſt , the Doctor declareth, 


that © he hath good warrant to aſſure thoſe who are of- | 


« fended at the Explication, that the word ¶ Dedicated] 


te doth there import no more, than Declared by that Ce- 
ceremony 10 be Dedicated (viz.) by the foregoing Baptiſm : 
& Like as the Prieſt is ſaid to have Cleanſed the Leper, whom | 


ec he only Declareth to be Clean, Lev. 14.11. 

Mr. Baxter reſolves the caſe thus, © Baptiſm is God's 
te Ordinance, and his Priviledge, and the Sin, ( viz. of 
ce uſing the ſign of the Croſs) if it be One, is the Miniſter's, 
te and not Fs. Another man's finſw! Mode will not juſtify 
t the neglect of our Duty; elſe we might not joyn in 
* any Prayer or Sacrament, in which the Miniſter Meodally 


« ſinneth; that is with None. Chriſt. Direct. Eccleſ. Cal. 


49. | 

8 Add hereunto thoſe other remarkable words of Mr. Baxter, 
(who has ventured to go farther on this head, than Any 
one of Our Church that I know oſ, and to ſay) that & a Oruci- 3 
befuzech the Imagination and Mind of a Seljever 


«fx well 
* and that it 15 Not Unlawfull to make an Image (of a Cruci- 
ce fix) to be an Object or Medium of our Conſideration, 
tt exciting our minds to worſhip God. Chriſt. Direct. qu. 


113. Þ 875, 876. 


Let us now ſee the Opinion of Foreign Proteſtant Di- 
vines. To begin with Beza, who ſays thus; „I know Þ 
tc many have retained the ; 1 of the Sign of the Croſs, the A- 
& ration of the Croſs being taken away · Let them, as is meet, 


© uſe their own Liberty. Reſp. ad Baldw. p. 324. 


Bucer thought the Uſe of the S gn of the Croſs after Ba- 


ptiim neither Tadecent nor Unprofitable. See Scripe. Ang. 
P- 479. 


Not to inſtance in any more Single Perſons, ©'tis 0 


known that the Generality of the Reformed Churches beyond 
Seca 


| ach 


render 


Churc| 


Wo coly, 
And I 
lies in 
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Concerning the Sarplice. 9 
Sea do uſe the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, and Thoſe 


d. Churches that do not, are not Enemies to it, nor do they 
ut cum it Superſtitions. To which end Mr. Durel acquaints us, 
n, that the Proteſtant Church at Charenton near Paris have had 


it cheir Children Baptized by Divines of the Church of Eng- 
at land (who have attended the Engii/h Ambaſſadors in France) 
is according to All the Rites of the Church of England. See 
h, 8 Abridgmens of Durel &c. p. 3 and p. 22. 


of- 

d] | CHAP. IV. 

T | Of the Surplice. 

m LL the Old Nonconformiſis who were againſt Sæpara- 
tion, as alſo Mr, Baxter and others of the Late 

d's ormiſts who came to Our Publick, Service, teſtify by 


of ſuch their Practice, that the Uſe of the Surplice doth not 
render Our Communion Unlawfull, And the — Judicious 
| Diſienzers begin to be Alhamed to uſe this Frivolous Cavil. 


in Let us ſee what Foreign Proteſtants think of this Rite or 
ally 3 Uſage. Bez (Comra Weſtphalum vol. 1. p. 255.) faith here- 
al. of ; © Thele Linnen Garments we de not ſo {tick at, that 
we would rd Progreſs of the Word of God hin- 
er, *der'd in the leaſt for Them. And it might be ſhewn 
iny that Mr. Calvin much Blamed contending with Authority 
»ci> about the wearing this Garment , particularly in his Epiſtle 
ver 3 to Bullinger. 5 | 
uci- Mr. Dwrel aſſures us (p. 3. Abridgmem) that All the Re- 


formed Churches of the Augiburg Confe ſſion wear the Swr- 
Alice and other Church-Ornaments. And ( pag. 13, 14. 
Albridg.) that in All the Reformed Churches of France the 
Miniſters took a Gown &c. when they were to Ofſiciate. 
This Changing of Apparel upon officiating I take (faith 
Mr. Dwre/ ) to be the ſame thing, as the Miniſters of the 
Church of England taking the Splice, with this differencs 

only, that one Veſtment is White, and the other Black. 


Ba- And I ſuppoſe no man will inſiſt, that the Swperſtizion 
tngl. lies in the Colour. But leſt ſome ſhould be ſo weak, we 

EF ſhall find, that the Reformed Bohemians and Pelanders wore 
tis a FhiteYeſiment, when ever they Preached in the Lutheran 
ond Churches; 
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Churches; and the Lutherans wore their Habits on the 
hike Occaſion : by which Condeſcenſions they ſhew'd , 
that they were wiſer than to ſcruple the Colour of the 
Garment. 

I ſhall mention in the laſt place a Teſtimony, which 
Mr. Durel produces out of a Letter written to himſelf from 
Monſieur Du Boſc Miniſter of Caen (a Town of N 
in 8 in theſe words: © You ſhall be as Dear to me 
et under the Surplice of England, as under the Robe of France. 
Abridg. of Durel &c. p. 40. 


CHa?. V. | 
Of the Obſervation of Holy-Days. 


TJ Har the Injunctions of Our Church in this Caſe do 


not render Our Communion Unlawfull, nor 44 4 Se- 
paration from Us, is evident from the Practice of the afore- 
mentioned Old Non- Conſormiſis, and will further appear fo 
under the head of Separation. 

As to the judgment and Practice of Foreign Proteſtams, 
Mr. Calvin (in Epiſi. ad Hallerum) ſpeaks thus: © whereas 
te ſome of your Country are much offended at the Abro- 
© pation of Hoh - ds among Us, and 'tis likely that much 
4 Odtous talk is ſpread about it, and I make account that 
© T am made the Author of this whole matter, and that 7 
© the Ignorant as well as Malicious: I can ſolemnly teſti 
© of my ſelf, that this was done without my Knowledge or De- 


« fre &c. © Before I ever came into the City, there was 


t no Foly-day at all obſerved beſides the Lord i- day; thoſe 
© which are celebrated by you, were taken away by that ſame 
* Law of the People, which Baniſht Me and Farel: and 
te 'twas rather Tum ly Extorted by the violence of 
© 7/icked Men than Decreed Legally. Upon my Return I ob- 
* tained this temper (or mean) that chiſtmaſi day ſhould 
t be obſeryed after your manner; but upon the Other days 
* Extraordinary Swpplications ſhould be made, the Shops 
— Na. ſhut in the Morning, but after Dinner Every 
* one ſhould go about his Own Bulineſs. p 

Add hereunto what Mr. Dwrel has obſeryed, viz. _ 


Ty * EE EE ELIE cr... cod Rs 


M 
pM of the Nug:broy Conſeſſion e that 


Cnc. Reverence Due to Churches. 11 


A the Reformed Churches of the Augsburg Confeſſion keep 
Holy-Days ; that the Proteſtans Churches in Swirger- 
land keep All the days relating to, or commemorating the 
Nativity, Circianciſion, Paſſion, Reſurrefion , and Aſcenſion 
of Chriſe, and the Miſtion of the Floſy Ghoſt, as the Church 
of England does; the Helveiick Confeſſion ( ſubſcribed 
and approved by the Miniſters of the Griſons and their 
Leagues, and by the Churches of Poland, Lamania, Fiun- 


gary and Geneva, nay. and in the year 1566 by the Mini- 


ſters of the Church of Scotland) has theſe words: © Be- 
&« ſides, if the Churches uſing their Chriſtian Liberty do reli» 
« piouſly Celebrate the Commemoration of the Lord's Na- 
ce tzvity, Circumciſion, Paſion, Reſurreftion, allo of his Aſcen- 
© Con into Hgaven, and of the Sending the Foly Ghoſt; we 
ce do Approve of it accordingly ” : that moreover the Ca- 
non of the Bohemian Church confirms this as follows, viz. 
the Commemoration of Saints is to be celebrated, eſpecially ſuch 
as the Scripture doth mention; and laſtly that in France the 
Proteſtants generally met on thoſe Days, but on the Days 
of the Nativity,  Circumciſton, &c. they never failed. . See 
Abridgm. of Durel, p. 3. & 14, 15, 16. | 


CHA P. VI. 


Of Churches or Places ſet apart for Divine Service , 
and the Reverence due to them. 


ONCERNING this Mr Hildenſbam ſays: * For the 
te Reverence of God's Publick Worſhip , care ſhould 
* be taken, that the Place where the Congregation aſſem- 
© bleth, may be Decent and Comely ". Again faith the fame 
Author: * As Swperfiition made the Papiſts too Carefull 
*and too Bountifull: ſo Profaneneſs and Atheiſm bath 
* made Us too Void of All Care, in Beawtifying the Fit 
ce of God”. Once more the ſame Author ſaith elſewhere : 
«We ought to Teach our Children and Servants to ſhew 
e Reverence to the Sanfinary”. See a Diſc. of Profiting by Ser- 
mom, Lond. Caſes, Vol. 2. p. 27, 29. | 
r Durel acquaints us, that All the Reformed Churches 


the 


\ 
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the Helvetick Confeſſion hath theſe words: * Let there be | 
te Places for the Faithfull to meet, Comely and in every Re- | 


ce eff Commodious for the Church of God ”: that in Fol- 
land, Germany, Switzerland , and All other Proteſtant Coun- 
tries, they make uſe of the Old Popiſh Churches, demoliſh- 
ing only the Images and Pictures; thoſe in the Glaſs- 
work are generally Retained : that in All the Reformed 
Churches Men uſe to Enter into the Places of Publick Worſhip 
with their Hats off ; and that in France the Nomen of A - 
lity were wont to Unmask, Whereunto may be added, that 
the Reformed Bohemians uſed ſolemn Dedications of their 
Churches by Prayer, &c. that the French Proteſtants do the 
Like, tho' not preſcribed by their Diſcipline; and yet a 
Set form for It is found in the Agenda of the Reformed 
Churches of Poland and Lithuania, Abridg. of Durel &c. 
p. 3-& 165 173 18. 


CHAT. VII. 
Of Biſhops. 


HAT Ou Epiſcopacy 1s Not Unlawfull or Diſagreeable 

to the Word of God, and conſequently No IWWarrantable 

Ground for a Separation from Us, is evident not only from 

the Practice but alſo from the Writings of the Old Non- 
conformiſts. 

H. Jacob being One of them (where he ſpeaks on this 
head) ſaies in anfwer to pus the Separatiſt : © Did not 
ct M. Cranmer hold himſelf for Arch-Bi/hop (till, and that 
© he was by the Pope unjuſtly and wnſufficiently Depoſed, and 
* by Queen Mary Forcibly Reſtrained from It? Did he ever 
tt Kepens of holding that Office to his Death > Alſo did not 
&« Ridly ſtand upon his Right to the Biſhoprick of London, 
©though Ready to Die? Latimer, — 4 he renounced 
ce his Biſboprick, yet he kept his Aſiniſtry and never Re- 
te penzed him of it. Philpot never diſliked his Arch-Deæ- 
© conry: yea, when he refuſed bloody Bonner, yet he ap- 
* pealed to his Ordinary the B/hop of Wincheſter. The like 


* mind 1s to be ſeen in Biſhop Farrar. And Generally , 


© hoſoerer were Miniſters then of the Prelates Ordina- 
, © tion, 
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c tion, they never Renoumced it, tho they died Alartyrs ”. 
Jacob's Anſwer to Fohnſon. p. 20, 217. 

Jolm Fox , another of the Old Moderate Nonconſormif ft, 
complaining of the Factious and Turbulent Spirit, which 
had then poſſeſſed that Party, fates: © They Deſpiled him, 
if becauſe he could not Rail againſt Biſbops and Arclh- Ri- 
66 hops as they did; but if he could be as Mad as They, they 
& would be kinder to him”. See his Letter in Fuller's Church 
hiſtory. p. 106. ; 

Gifford, another of the Old Nonconformiſts, in his Preface 
to his ſecond Treatiſe againſt the Donatiſts of England, has 
theſe remarkable words: © Now look alſo on the People, 
e where we may ſee very Many y who not regarding the 
ce chief Chriſtiam Virtues, and Godly Duties, as namely, to 
er be Afeek, to be Patient, to be Lowlie, &c. — give them- 
©« ſel ves wholly to This, even as it were the Sun and Pith 
ce Religion, namely, to Argue and Talk continually ai 
ce matters in the Church, Againſt Biſhops and Miniſters, &c. 

As to the Agreement of Foreign Reformed Churches with 
Us in this matter, Mr Durel aſſures us, that All the Chuches 
of the 1 Confeſſion have a Subordination of Paſtors. 
There are in all their Towns and Dominions, either A- 
bots, as in the Dukedom of Virtemberg, who are Superiore 
of a Certain Number of Churches, and are all one with Bi- 


ſhops; or a Prepoſitus, who is much one with an Arch- 


Biſhop, as in All the other Lutheran Governments : or elſe 
both Name and Thing of Biſhop and Arch- Biſbop, as in 
Sweden, Denmark, and Norway. The Proteſtam Churches 
of Hungary and Tranſylvania are Divided into o—_—_ 
the Ruler whereof is -a Bi/hop, and is commonly called 
ſo, &c. The Bohemian Churches had alſo their A 
(both Name and Thing) until the laſt Calamity, which 
reduced them to a low condition, and drove them to ſeek 
Refuge in the Woods and Mountains. And as to the 
Churches of France, Holland, Geneva, Switzerland, Palaine, 
Feſiia, Brandenburgh , c. there is a Swbordinazion among 
their Miniſters, viz. Superintendents, Paſtors and D Nat 
Miniſters in any of theſe Churches owght zo be Ordained ac» 
carding to their Diſcipline, wiihout the Inſpector or Supa 

B 3 intendem, 
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intendent, and in ſome the Latter does it Alone. So that 
in Thole Reformed Churches Abroad, that follow the Calvi- 
niſtical Diſcipline or Government, the Epiſcopal Authority 


or Function is lodged in the hands of Single Perſons, as 
in Our Church. And that the ſaid Churches are Far from 
being Enemies to Our Epiſcopecy, or Thinking it any the Leaſt 
—_ 4 Separation from Us, will yet farther appear by 
the Teſtimonies - q orgy | 

Mr Calvin faith (in his Inſtitution of Chriſtian Religion 
lib. 4. chap. 4+ ſect. 2.) © Thoſe to whom was committed 
<« the Office of Teaching, they called them All Presbyters ; 
theſe elected out of their Number in each city One, to 
tec whom in a ſpecial manner they gave the title of Biſhop ; 
© [eſt Strife and Contention (as it commonly happeneth ) 
c ſhould ariſe out of ty”. And in his Epiſtle to Arch- 
Biſhop Cranmer, he thus accoſts him: © Moſt Illuſtrious Sir, 
i and moſt Flononrable Prelate and by Me Feartily Keverenced. 
'Again in his Epiſtle to the King of Poland, he thus ſpeaks 
of Patriarchs and Avrch-Bi/hops : © The Amiem Church did 
t appoint Patriarch and Primates in every Province, that 
et by this bond of Concord the Biſbop: might the better 
« he knit together”. Another Teſtimony of Mr. Calvin, as 


allo one of Bega, I ſhall have occaſion to mention by and | 


by under this ſame Chapter. 
The Famous Peter du Moulin (in his book of the Pa- 
Nora Office) acknowledgeth, that © Preſently after the 
« Apoſtles times, or even in Their time (as Eccleſeaſtical Story 
E witneſſeth) it ordained, that in every city One of 
et the Prebytery Mould be called a Biſbop, who ſhould have 
© Preeminence over his Colleagues, to avoid Confuſion, which 
pſtotimes axiſeth out of Equality : and truly ( faith he) 
#:TheiGood opinion; avhich the Church of Holland bath 
ef d ZÞ4/copaty, may be learnt from a Tract, entit'led, 
A Joy neſtation avowing that the Diſcipline of the Church 
FEog!land- war nor impeached by the Dort. For the 
Rope and other Miniſters of our Church ſent over to that 
dd, give us in the ſorementioned Auteſtatiam theſe Par- 
Jars following, viz. In our Private Gonverſe _ 
n 4 2 «© the 
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* the moſt Eminent of the Miniſtry, we found Aſam, upon 
« ft Declaring unto them the Order and Govern- 
ce ment of our Church, more ready to Deplore than Defend 
te their own eſtate, and wiſhed rather than hoped to be 
te made Like the flouriſhing Church of England”. We are far- 
ther aſſured by the ſame Right Reverend and Reverend 
Perſons, that when the Belgick Confeſſion was propound- 
ed to the Conſideration of that Synod, there being ſome 
Articles therein which did not Agree with the Diſcipline 
of our Church, twas therefore © provided that before the 
* examining or reading the ſaid Conſeſſion, a Proteſeation 
© ſhould be made by the Preſident of the Synod , that 
© nothing but the Dofrinal Points was ſubjected to their 
c conlideration and ſuffrages, and that accordingly (in 
© reſpect to the Diſcipline of the Brizi/h Church) ſuch 
&© Articles of the Belgick Conſeſſion, as did not comport 
c therewith , were I in the Reading of that Con- 
ct ſeſſion to the Synod. 
Nay, we are farther aſſured, that whereas * the Brizi/6 
« Delegates did think fit (notwithſtanding og a Con- 
© deſcenſion of the Other Party) Openly Publickly in 
cr the Synod to Aſſeri the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, and to 
* Appeal therein to the Judgment of Amiquity , or of any 
* Learned man then Living, if any could ſpeak to the 
©* contrary &c. yet to Theſe Allegations of our Delegates 
| None of the Other Party Replied, | but rather Approved of 
* ſuch their neceſſary and juſt performing their Bounden 
ce Duty to the Church of England, which was Reſpected by All 
te other Proteſtant Churches, even ſuch as Differed from Her in 
© Government”. Laſtly that the National Church of the 
United Provinces have a very Great and Juſt Regard for our 
Epiſcopal Church, is evident from their Deliring that ſome 
of the Biſhops of our Church might be Preſent in their Na- 
tional Synod at Dort, and from their Allowing them the 
Prime Voice in the Synod , and thereby Giving them (in 
the Language of the Scripture) the Right hand of Fellowſhip. 
Neither of which would They have by any means done, 
had they lookt upon owr Epiſcopacy to be in any degree 
Ami- Chriſtian or Popiſh ; and therefore ſuch the — 
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of the Dich Miniſtry in a National Synod of their own, is 
an undeniable Evidence of the Profound veneration They have 
for our Epiſcopa! Church, And indeed This is no more, than 
what has been ſince expreſoly own'd by a very Eminent Di- 
vine in Holland, as will appear by the next Paragraph. For 
The next Inſtance J ſhall produce, is the Great Teſti- 
mony given to the Epiſcopacy of our Church in a Letter writ- 
ten (3 Sept. 1680.) from Monſieur Le Moyne Proſeſſor of 
Divinity at Leyden in Holland to the Biſhop of London, &c. 
where we find the Following Paſſages : © For the Epiſcopal 
© Government, what is there in it that is Dangerous, and 
© may Reaſenabiy Alarm Men's Conſciences ? and iſ this be 
« capable of Depriving us of Eternal Glory, and ſhutting 
ct the Gates of Heaven, who was there that Enter'd there- 
© jn for the ſpace of Fifteen hundred years, ſince that for 
te all that time All the Churches of the Worid had no other 
« kind of Government > If it were contrary to the Triwh, and 
& attainments of Eternal Happineſs, is it credible, that God 
et had fo highly approved it, and permitted his Church to be 
« tyrannized over by it for ſo many Aves? For who was 
te it that did Govern it? Who was it that did make u 
© its Councels, as well General, as Particular? Who was it 
* that Combated the Hereſies, with which It has been at 
ce all times aſſaulted? was it not the Biſhops? and is it 
et not Their wiſe Conduct, to which next under God, his 
*« Word is bcholden for its Victories and Triumphs? And 
ct not to go back ſo far as the Birth and Infancy of the 
„Church; Who was it that in the Laſt Age Delivered En- 
te {and from the Errors, in which ſhe was inveloped? who 
«was it that made the Tub to Riſe ſo miraculouſly there 
ct again? was it not the zeal and conſtancy of the Bi- 
ce ſhops and their Miniſtry, that Diſengaged the Engli/h from 
« that Oppreſſion, under which they had groaned fo long 
© and did not Their Example powerfully help forward the 
ce 3 of Al Europe > (After which the Author re- 
ſembling Our Chweh to that named Anaſtaſia by Gregory 
Naganzen at Conftantinople, proceeds thus) * Which ought 
ce to oblige All Good Men Not to Separate from it, but to 
* look npou the Cinch of Erg/and, as a very Orthodox Church, 
. | «Thus 


Concerning Hpiſcopacy. 17 
er Thus All the Proteſtants of France do, and Thoſe of Ce- 
« zeva, Thoſe of Switzerland, and Germany, and Thoſe of 
cc Rolland too. For they Did themſelves a very Great Ho- 
te nur in having ſome Divines of England in their Synod 
tc of Dort, and ſhewed plainly that they had a Profound 
te Veneration for the Church of England. And from whence 
te does it then come, that ſome Engliſl-· men themſel ves have 
* ſo Ill an Opinion of Her at preſent, and Divide raſhly 
cc ram Her, as they doe? Is not this to Divide from all 
ce the .Antient Churches, from All the Churches of the Eaft, 
« from All the Proteſtant Churches , which have Allways 
te had a very Great Reſpect for the Purity of That of England? 

I ſhall 7 what we find in a Letter (like wiſe to 
the Biſhop of London) from Monſieur de £2 (Octob. 
31. 1680.) then one of the Preachers of the Reformed 
Church meeting at Charenton near Paris. Herein we find 
theſe Remarkable Paſſages to our Preſent Purpoſe. © Since 
© the Church of England is a True Church of our Lord; ſince 
te Fer Monſbip and Dofirine are Pure, and have nothing in them 
tc contrary to the Nord of God; and ſince that when the Re- 
te formation was there received, it was received together 
ce with Epiſcopacy, and with the Eſtabliſhment of the Li- 
tc g and Ceremonies, which are there in uſe at this day; it 
ce 15 without doubt the Duty of All the Reformed of yous Realm 
te to keep themſelves Inſeparably United to the Church. And 
© Thoſe that do not do this, upon pretence that they ſhould 
© deſire More Simplicity (or Purity) in the Ceremonies, and 
ce Leſs of Inequality among the MiniFiers , do certainly commit 
« very Great Sin. For Schiſm is the moſt formidable Evil 
© that can befall the Church, &c. And this was ſo much 
te the opinion of our Great and Excellent Calvin, that in 
© his Treatiſe of the Neceſſity of the Reformation, he makes 
te no difficulty to ſay, that If there ſhould be Any ſo Un- 
E reaſonable as to Refuſe the Communion of a Church, that 
© was Pure in it's Worſhip and Doctrins, and not to ſubmie 
te themſelves with reſpect to its Government, under pretence 
te that it had retained an Epiſcopacy. qualified as yours (V- 
te of the church of Fngland) is; there would be no Cenſure 
© nor Rigaur of Diſcipline, that ought not to be exertiſa 
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ce non them. (And then the Author cites a Paſſage out 
of the works of Calvin, Edit. Amſt. Tom. 6. p. 60. aſter 
which he adds) ©« And Bea himſelf, who did not in 
he general approve of the Epiſcopal Government, makes 
© ſuch a DiſtinG&ion of yours, ( viz. of the Church of England ) 
and is fo far from believing, that one may, or that one 
ce augbe to take occaſion from thence to Separate your 
e Church, that he prays Earneſtly to God, that She may All- 
* ways Remain in that py eſtate, in which /be had been 
© Put and. Preſerved by the Blood, by the Purity of the Faith, 
ce and by the wiſe conduct of her Excellent Biſhops. 

The next Teſtimony ( which I ſhall add) js that we 
find in a Letter writ to the Biſhop of London from Mon- 
fear Claude, (Colleague with Monſieur de L' Angle) where- 
in occur theſe Paſſages : © In my Book too of the Defence 
c of the Reformation, where ſpeaking of the Diſtinction be- 
te twixt the Biſhop and the Prieſt, I have ſaid expreſsly, 
te that L do not Blame Thoſe that obſerve In (viz. Epiſcopacy) 
*as a Thing very nent, and that I would not that 
© Any one ſhould make it an Occaſion of el in theſe 
© places where it is Eſtabliſhed. p. 366. And tho' I other- 
cc ways know my ſelf ſufficiently Not to believe, that my 
© opinion ſhould be much conſidered, I will not for- 
ce hear to aſſure you upon this occaſion (as I ſhall al- 
<« ways do upon any other) of my Chriſtian Eſteem, my 
et Reſpełt and 
et cauſe I ſhall not ſimply tell you my Private Thoughts , 
<« but the Opinion of the Generality of our Churches. Firſt 
then, my Lord, we are ſo very far from believing, that 
«a Man cannot live with 4 Good Conſcience under your Di- 
< ſcipline and your Epiſcopal Government, that in our ordi- 
< nary practice we make no difficulty , either to beſtow 
© oxy Chairs, or to commit the Care of our Flocks to Mini- 
© ſrers Received and Ordeined by my Lords the Biſhops, as might 
4 be juſtified by a great number enough of Examples both 
e Old and New. And a little while ſince Mr Dupleſiic , 
© that was Ordained by my Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, has been 


cc eſtabliſhed and called in a Church of this Province. And 
© Monficur 77 icart, whom you, my Lord , Received to the 
: « Holy 


my Obedience: This I ſhall do the rather, be- 
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&« Holy Miniſtry, did us the honour, but ſome months agoe, 
ce to Preach at Charemon to the General Edification of our 
« Flock. So that They, who in this Reſpect '& impure 
c unto u any Opinion diſtant from Peace and Chriſtian 
Concord, do certainly do us Wrong ”, | And at the Cloſe 
of the whole Letter he ſubſcribes himſelf in the very ſame 
manner, as we of the Epiſcopal Clergy do, when we write 
to any of ow Biſhopr,] viz. © My Lord, your moſt humble 
« and obedient Servant and Son in Jeſus Chriſt, Claude. 

I muſt not omit the mentioning a Tract entitled the 
Determination of Abraham Scultetus concerning the Divine 
Right of Epiſcopacy, London 1641. the ſaid Reverend Per- 
ſon being Profeſſor of Divinity in the Proteſtant Uni ver- 
fity of Heydleberg. The Queſtion he undertakes to De- 
termine ſtands thus: Whether Epiſcopacy be of Divine Right, 
i. e. whether the Apoſiles ordained this Government of 
the Church, that One ſhould be placed not only Over the 
People, but over Presbyters and Deacons, who [ſhould have 
the Power of Impoſition of Flamdt, and the Direction of all 
Eccleſaſticel Counſels > And this Queſtion he determines in 
the Affirmative, as may be ſeen in the forecited Tract. 

Laſtly, it ſeems proper ro oblerve, that to the many 
Large and Honourable Teſtimonies already mentioned 
might be farther added Afany other Letters lately ſent from 
the moſt Eminem Divines of the Foreign Reformed Churches : as 
we are aſſured by the Reverend Mr Arch-Deacon of Hun- 
tingdon in his Notes at the bottom of pag. 25. of his Sermon 
preached at the Conſecration of the R. R. William Lord Bi- 
Hop of Lince/n, our moſt Worthy * 


CAP. VIII. 
O / Azreeing with the Church of Rome. 


2 Directory (ſpeaking of the Place and Day of Wor- 
ſhip) declares, that “ Such things are not ſubject to any 
* ſuch Pollution, by any Superſtition formerly uſed, and nom 
tt laid aſide, as may render them Unlawfull and Inconve- 


et nent. 


Mr. Rutherford (in his treatiſe of Scandal Q. 56. ) fays — 
| Bells 


' 
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Belle greſaly abuſed in time of Popery, that © it 1s Unreaſonable 
tt and Growndleſs, that thereupon they ſhould be Diſuſed. 

A nameleſs Author of the Diſſenting Party in his fa- 
mous book called Nehiſbtan, ſays, that © No Creature of 
© God is to be Refuſed, nor any Neceſſary or Profitable 
c Devices of men need be ſent Packing, upon the account of 
te their having been Abuſed to the ſoreſaid ends. 

And becauſe our Diſſenters are wont to make an Out- cry 
againſt the Book of Common-Prayer as Agreeing in many 
Particulars with the 2Maſs-Book, I ſhall therefore here an- 
nex the judgment of the Old Nonconformiſts concernin 
the Frivolouſneſs and Folly of the ſaid Objection: It is 
true, ſay the Noncinſormiſts, the Liungy is in great part 
picked and culled out of the Afaſi- Book z but it followeth 
Not thence, that either it is or was eſteemed by them a de- 
viſed or falſe worſhip. For many things contained in the 
Maſi-Book it ſelf are Good and holy, A Pearl may be 
found upon a Dunghil; We cannot more Credit the man 
of Sin, than to ſay, that Every thing in the Maſs-Book is 
Deviliſh and Anticlriftian. For then it would be Ami- 
chriſlian to pray unto God in the Mediation of ſeſus 
Chriſt, to read the Scriptures, to profes many Funda- 
mental Truths neceſſary to Salvation. Our Service might 
be picked and culled out of the Maſs- Book, and yet be 


Free from all fault and tincture, from all ſhew and appearance of 


Evil; tho' the AMaſs-Book it ſelf was fraught with all man- 
ner of abominations. But if it be wholly taken out 
ofthe Aaſi-· Bool, how comes it to have thoſe things which 
are ſo directly contrary to the Maſs, that Both cannot poſſi- 
bly ſtand together? Yea, fo many points, faith Ball, are 
there taught Direci iy contrary to the Foundation of Popery, 
that it is not poſlible Popery /hould fand, if they take place. 
And, faith he, it is more proper to ſay, the Maſs was Added 
eo cur Common Prayer, than that Our Common Prayer was taken 
ont of the Maſs-Beok ; For Moſt things in on Common Pra 
were to be found in the Liturgies of the Church, long — 
fore the Maſs was heard of in the World. See Ball againſt 
Can, part 2. p. 8. 

Mr. Cain { upon the ſecond Commandment ) fates : 
e We 


Cone. Aereeing with the Ch. of Rome. 2.1 
© We do not in the leaft ſcruple, whether we may a cd 


ie uſe thoſe Temples, Fonts, and other Materials, which have 
© been heretofore Abuſed to Idolatrous and Superſticious uſes. 
te I acknowledge indeed, that we ought to Remove ſuch 
tc things as ſeem to Nouriſh Idolatry, wponſiuppoſition that we 
te our ſelves in Oppoſing too Rigorouſly things in their own Nature 
*« Indifferent, be not SuperFlitious. It is equally Superſtitions, 
to Condemn things Indiſſerent as Unholy, and to Command 
te them as if they were Holy, | | 

Again ſays Mr. Calvin (in his Treatiſe De vitanda Super- 
ſtitione) © Let no man think me fo. Auſtere or Bound up, 
© 15 to Forbid a Chriſtian without any Exception to Accom- 
te modate himſelf to the Papiſts in Any Ceremony or Obſervance, 
* For it is not my purpoſe to Condemn any thing, but what 
ce 15 clearly Evil and openly Vicious. 

Once more (in his Book of the True way of Reformation) 
Mr. Calvin ſays © He would Not Comend about Ceremonies , 
te even ſuch as are Symbolical or Agreeable ts the Church of 
© Rome, 

Add herennto in the laſt place the Practice of All the 
Reformed Churches beyond Sea, which (as well as Our Church) 
Agree with the Chizrch of Rome in (Many, ii not All) the fol- 
lowing Rites and Ceremonies, viz. ſet Forms of Prayer, Obſerua- 
tion of Holy- Days, Surplices, the Croſs in Baptiſm, Kneeling as 
the Sacrament, &c. already mentioned. To which may be 
added Fonts of Stone for Baptizing of Infants z Altars, either 
ſuch as the Papifts left, or others newly erc&ted, and by 
the ſaid Proteſtants called likewiſe by the name of Altars. 
And, as to the Place or Poſture which way or where the 
Communion-Table ſhould ſtand : © I know ( ſays Mr. Duel) 
* of None that did ever ſo nuch as Queſtion it, but the Scotch 
@ and Engliſh Presbyterians. As to their Objection to it's 
Standing Again#t ihe IV all as being like an Altar ; tis plain 
that in many Pepi Churches, and particularly in the 
Great Church of S:. Peter at Rome, it ſtands at 4 diſlance 


from the all, fo as the Prieſt may go round about it; and 


ſo in the Greck Church. As for Organs, they have them 
(faith Mr Duel) in m057 Reformed Churches All over Europe, 


where they can be at the charge of them; in Heſſe, in 74h 
+ and, 
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land, in Switzerland, in the Palatinate, and all over Ger- 
Many more Inſtances might be added ( but that theſe 


already mentioned are abundantly ſufficient) to prove, that 
All the Reformel Churches beyond Sea as well as the Church of 
England, do Agree with the Papiſts in their Rites and Ceremo- 
nies ; and conſequently that they judge ſuch an Agreement to 
be very Lawfull, and no juſt Cauſe for a Separation from Any 


Church, 
Cnar. IX. 
Of Purity of Ordinances and Better Edification. 


S to the Pretence of Greater Purity of Ordinances made 
uſe of by our Separatifts, the words of the Old Non- 
conformift John Fox aforemention'd are very remarkable. 
For ſpeaking of the Factious and Turbulent Spirit, which 
had then poſſeſſed ſome of his Party, and put them upon 
Separation, he ſays: © If they prevail, it is not to be ima - 
« vined , what Miſchief and Diſiurbance they will bring, 
& whoſe Hypocriſy is more Subtil and Pernicious than that of 
« the old Monks. For under a Pretence of Greater Purity, 
© they will never give over, till they hare brought men 
* under a Fewi/s Slavery. See Fox's Letter in Fuller's 
Church>hiltory. I. 9. p. 106. 
I ſhall add hereunto ſome Paſſages out of the afore- 


mentioned Letter of Monſieur Le Moyne, who ſpeaking of 


the optnion and practice of the Separaziſts, ſays : . This is 
et not to have much Knowledge of That Confeſiion of Faith, 
« which All the Proteſtant world has ſo highly approved, and 
© which does really deſerve the Praiſes of All Good Chriſtians 
te that are. For there cannot be Any thing made more 
© Wiſe than That Confeſiion, and the Articles of Faith were 
ec never collected with a more juſt and reaſonable Diſcretion 
te than in That Excellent Piece. If your Confeſiion of Faith 
* be Pare and Innocent, your Divine Service is ſo too. For 
no one can diſcoyer Any thing at all in it that tends to 
ce Idolatry: you adore nothing but God alone; in your wor- 
ct {hip there is nothing that is ter minated on the Creature, Is 
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* not this to Dirzde — from All the Proteſtam Churches, 
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u which have always had a very Great Reſpect forthe Pu- 
tt rity of That of England? 

Thus likewiſe Monſieur de L. Angle in his Letter afore- 
mentioned: Since the Church of England is 3 True Church 
te of our Lord; ſince Her Worſhip and Doctrine are Pure, 
te and have 1 to the word of Cod: it 
t is without doubt the Dwy of all the Reformed of your Realm, 
© to keep themſelves Inſeparably United to the Church. And 
« Thoſe that do not do this, upon pretence that they ſhould de- 
te {ire More Simplicity (or Purity) in Ceremonies, do cer- 
if indy commit 4 very great Sin. For Schiſm &c. 

Thus much for the Pretence of Greater, Purity of Ordi- 
nances z proceed we now to the other Pretence of Better i- 
fication. And this many Eminent Diſſenters do declare noe 
to be 4 ſufficient Excuſe for pony as may be found in 
thoſe books of Theirs, which are quoted () at the Bottom 
out of Mr. Bennet's Abtidgment, ch. 10. Till be ſuffi- 
cient here to draw out more largely what Mr. Hildenſbam 
(a moſt Eminent Perſon among that Party,) has delivered 
to this purpoſe : For he, Lect. 58. * John 4. ſays thus 
of mens Leaving their Own Paftors to Others, vix. 

ct It is the Otdinance of God, that every Paſteur ſhould 
© have bis Own Flock to attend, and Every one of God's People 
© ſhould have a Paſtow of his own to depend upon. | 

+ © That They who dwell next together, ſhould be of the Same 
ec Congre ation. . 4 
Hy Own Paſiour be a man, whoſe Gife is approved 
'' by God's Church, and One who is Conſcionable in his place, 
* and of Unblameable Life z tho' his Gift be far inferiour ts 


1 — 


) See Hilderſham's Lect. 28, 29, 54, 58, 65. Methermeneut. 
p. 71, 72, 74. Baxter's Cure, p. 359. Hi: Defence part 1. p. 8. 
Farewell Sermon. 'Contin. of Morn. Exerc. Serm. 4. Fenkin 
en Jude v. 19. England's Remembr. Serm. 16. Bwrough's Iren 
c. 12. 13: Platform, Pref. p. 7. & c. 13. Balt's Tryal c. 4. Brinfly's 
Arraignm. p. 48. ('s Indep. a Schiſm p. 50 Vines on the 


+ Sacrarn. p. 446. Tuckne)'s Sermon on AQ. 9. 52 jus Divin. Min. 
4 


Evang. p. rt, 12. Letter of Min, in 04 England to Breth. in New 
Engl. p. 13. N' Caſe of Great Uſe, p. 3.25. Temes Theodul. 


c. 9. 4.8. | « ſame 
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te ſome others, yet take heed thou Leave him Not at any time |þ 


te with contempt of his miniſtry, ſaying, I cannot Profit by 
* him. For a man may be a True Miniſter, tho' bis Gift be 
ce far inferior to many. others; and you are bound to Love him 
te and Reverence him, and Thank God For him. £ 
© The Fruit and Profit that is to be received from the Mi- 
te niſtry depends not only, nor chiefly, upon the Gifes of the 
© Man that Preacheth, but upon the Bleſding that God is pleaſed 
ce 20 give to his Own Ordinance. And God doth oft give 4 
c Greater Bleſiing to Weaker, than to Stronger means. 
cc Some follow Another Paſtor, becaute of his FHumane 
ee Gifts ; ſome only for Variety s fake; ſome, becauſe they 
* ſhew more Zeal in their Voice and Geſture, and Phraſe of 
er Speech, and manner of Delivery: tho' (haply) the Doctrine 
er it ſelf be nothing 'ſo' wholeſom, as the Doctrine of their own 
& Pæſtou is. | 
© Conſider the Fault may be rather in thy ſelf, than in 
ce ehy Teacher, that thou canſt Not Profit. And indeed how 
e it poſſible thou ſhouldſt Profie by his Miniſtry, if thou 
te come with Prejudice, who any Reverence , and Delight 
© anto it: ha 
«There is Never a Miniſter, that is of the moſt Excellent 
* Gifts, (if he hath a Godiy heart) but he can truly ſay, he 
te never heard any Faithfull Miniſtcr in his Life, that was ſo 
* Mean, but he could diſcern ſome Gif: in him, that was 
tc wanting in himſelf, and could Profit by him. | 
«© He only makes a Right uſe of the Benefit of Hearing 
© ſuch as have more Excellent Gifts than his own Paſtour , 
* 25 Learns thereby 0 Like his own Paſtonr the Better, and 10 
tt Profit more by him: As they uſe Phyſick well, whoſe A- 
te petite 15 amended, ani who ate by it made Able to Rel 
te and Like their Ordinary Food the Better. | 
The fame Author ſpeaking» of the Partial Eſtimation of 
Miniſters, fates, This Factious Diſpoſition in the Hearers of 
« God's word hath in all Ages been the Cauſe of much Con- 
er fuſron in the Church of God, and greatly hindered the Fruit of 
* the Goſpel of Chritt, and — them Uncapable of Profit 
© by the Word. Lect. 66. 
As to ſuch who are apt to think that they do not find 
preſently 


Concerning Belter Ealſicaliou. 25 
preſently by their Going to lunch, ſuch Profiz 2 they fancy 
they ſhould, Mr. Hildenſbæm fates thus, © Firſt, Either you 
er have not Sought it Aright, not with Karneſineſi, or not 
© with a Good Heart; or ſecondly, if you have, and do not 
find it at Firſt; yet you ball hereafter, ii you ſeek it here 
« with an Honeſt hears. 

Laſtly, the Kwes given by the faid Author in order to 
Profits more by Sermons are very well worth obſervation: 
and therefore ſhall be here ſet down briefly ; namely, 

ci That at your Coming into the Congregation, and during the 
& whole time of your Abode there, you would behave your 
te ſelves Keverently. 

That All muſt come to the Beginning of God's Publick 
« Worſhip, and Tarry till A be Done: yea, it is the Duty 
© of God's People ( faith he) to be in God's houſe Before 
er the Beginning; for it becomes them to wait for the Mi- 
ce niſter of God, E not to let him Wait ſor — For 
© (ſaies he) as he that is away from Any part Sermon, 
cc [hall Profit the Leſs by that Able 278 he that 
if ;5 away from Any part of the Divine Service, gets the Leſs Good 
«f by That at which he is Preſent. Nay, he fates Lect. 28. tho 
© we could receive N Profit by the Exerciſes uſed in our 
« Aſſemblies , yet we muſt be Preſent at them All, to De 
cc or Flomage unto God; and ſhew the Reverent Reſpect we: 
et heve for his Ordinances. 
© A third Rule is, that we ought to jon with the Congre- 
ct gatien in All the parts of God's Worſhip. For it is 
 Comely, that All things in God's Service ſhould be done in 
© Good Order, as if the whole Congregation were but One 
« Man. 

I ſhall here repeat what Monlicur Claude has ſaid in his 
Letter already mentioned concerning the opinion of Fo- 
reign Proteſtants touching Fdification by our Epiſcopal Clergy : 
ce In our ordinary practice we make no difficulty either 
te to Beffow our Chairs, or to Commit the care of aur Flackg 
tt to Miniſters Received and Ordained by my Lords the Biſhops, 
© as might be juſtified by a great number enough of Exam- 
« ples both old and new. —— And Monſicur Wicas 
(hom you; my Lord, Received to the holy _—} 
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ce did ns the Honour, but ſome months ago, to Preach 
© at Charenton to the General Edification of our Flock. 

I ſhall cloſe this head with an obſervation, which we 
meet with towards the latter end of Monſieur Ze Moyne's 
Letter abovemention'd concerning the Little Ground there 
is for Pretending io Better Edification in the Separate Meeting: 
ct than in our Churches: © For to ſpeak the Truth, ( faith 
te He) I do not fee, that Their Meetings are of any Great 
ce ſe, or that One may be more Comforted there than in the 
« Epiſcopal Churches. When I was at London almoſt five 
© years ago, I went to Several of Their Private Aſiemblies, to 
& ſee what way they took for the Inſtruction of the Peo- 
© ple, and the Preaching of the Word of God. But I pro- 
«Fels I was not at all Edified by it. I heard One of the mofi 
& Famous Non-Conformiſts; he preached in a place, where 
te there were three men and three or fourſcore women: he 
© had choſen a Text about the Building up the Ruines 
e of Jeruſalem, and for the Explication of it, he cited 
r Pliny and V itruvius a hundred times; and did not forget 
to mention a Proverb in 7talian, Duro con dure non fa 
tt m. All this ſeemed to me Nothing to the purpoſe, and 
e very improper for the poor Women, and very far from 4 
te {pirit that ſought nothing but the Comfort and Fdification 
* of his Hearers. To cantonize Themſelves, and make a 
t Schiſm in order to have the Liberty to Vem ſuch Vanities, 
* 1s very Ill Conduct; and the People ſeem very Weak to Quit 
** their mutual Aſſemblies for things that ſo Little Deſerve Their 
* Eſteem and Preference. 


CHAP. X. 
Of Separation. 


OR the fake of Greater Perſpicuity, or that the Com- 
mon Reader may the more clearly Apprekend the Ex- 
traotdinary Miſchief as well as Heinous Sinfulneſs of Separa- 
tion, in reference to the caſe we are upon, I judge it Conve- 
nient to Diſtinguiſn what I have te Offer under this Cha- 


pter into Three Heads: . yrherefare, — BR Of 
1. 


E 


Savoy, 
ſeveral 
c Lett. 
P. 311. 


Concerning the Sinfulneſs of Separation. 27 


I. Of the Great Sinfulneſs of Separation from the 
| Church of England. 


I ſhall begin with the Teſtimonies which Mr Bennet 
hath given us (p.311, 312. Abridg. of London Cuſes) of the 
moſt Eminent Diſienting Writers, who do flatly Condenn 
ſuch a ation. For they acknowledge Our Church to be 
a True and hold that (a) you are not to Separate 
from a Church for U things, if the things account- 
ed Unlzwfull, are not of fo Heinous a Nature as to Un- 
church a Church, and are not impoſed as Nec Terms 
of Communion. Nay they () produce ſeveral arguments 
to prove, that Defetis in Worſhip, if not Eſſential, are no 
juſt reaſons for Withdrawing from it: and that becauſe ſalh 
a Separation is not warranted in 3 but is directiy con- 
trary to the Practice of our Saviour and his Apoſiles, who held 
Communion with Deſective Churches ; and becauſe a Perſon 
may communicate in ſuch worſhip without Partaking in ſuch Cor- 
ruptions. And as for the (c) injunfions of our Church (chat 
is, Rites and Ceremonies, &c.) they own them to be Tolera- 
ble, and what no Church is without more or leſs, and that they 
aro mr wr hinder — . — ſarther ſeveral 

the old Von · ſts zealouſly oppo ation fi 
the Church of England, and joyned with it to 2 
tho they could Not Conform as Miniſters: and ſeveral of 
the Modern Non-Conformiſis have written for Communion with 


4 Tembe! Theod. Anſwer to Pref. 8ect. 23. Blake's Vindic. 6.31 
Brinſl's Arraigam. pag. 50. Noje's Temple meal. p. 78. Owen's 
Evang. Love, p. 76. Baxter's Cure dir. 5. &c. 6 Brownifts Conf. 
art. 36. Jenes on Jude v.19. Allen's Life, pag: 3- Balls Tryal. 
p. 74, &c. 132, &c. 159, &c. 308, Platform of Dilcipl, e. 14. ſect. 8. 
Hilderſham on John, LeR. 35. 28. Brjan's Dwell, with God, pag. 
293.194 Bradfbaw's Unreal. of Separ. p. 103. 104. Owen's Evang. 
Love, c. 3. Calamy's Godly Man's Ark, Ep. Ded. Baxter's Cure 
dir. 35. Def. of Cure, part 1. pag. 47. & part 2. p. 171. Confer. 
Savoy, pag. 12, 13. («lamy's Door of Truth opened, p. 7, with 
ſeveral others mentio by Mr Bennet in place above-cited, 
c Lett, of Min, of Old-Engl, p. 12, 13. Brjen's Dwell. with God. 
p. 311. Throwghten's Apel. c. 68, _— Peace-OF. p. 17. 


it, 
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it, and have in Print (a) Declared it to be their Duty and 
Practice. a 7 | 

To the foregoing Teſtimonies may be added theſe ſol- 
lowing taken notice of by Bilhop Sillingfleer in his Unrea- 

ſonableneſs of Separation: As for thoſe of the Separation, faith 
« Parker a Noted Non-Conformiſt, who have confited them 
ce ore than Ne? or who have written more againſt them > And 
in a Letter of his, he expreſſeth the Greateſt Detefi ation of 
them? © Now it Grieved me not 4 little, at this time, (faith 
u he) that Satan ſhould be ſo impudent, as to fling the 
te dung of that Sect into my Face, which with all my Power 
« 7 bad ſo Vehemently Kefifted during the whole courſe of 
« my Miniſtry in England. &c. 

Giffard (in the Preface 10 bis Firſt Treatiſe againſt the Do- 
natiſts of England) (ates, that © They (to wit, the Separa- 
cc z;fes) make a vile Schiſm , Rending themſelves from the 
te Church of England; and Condemning by their Aſſertions 
© the hole V iſeble Church in the world, even as the Do- 
© natiſis did of old time. 

The ſame Gifford (in the Preface to bis ſecond Treatiſe ) 
ſpeaking of the fame Separatiſts hath theſe words: * But 
«yet this is not the worſt: for ſundry are gone further, 
ce and fallen into Damnable Schiſin; and the fame ſo much 
ee the more Fearfull and Dangerous, in that Many do not ſee 
cc he Foulneſs of iti, but rather hold Them as Godly Chriſtians, 
tt and but a lutle over-/hot in theſe matters. 

Not to mention more Particular Authors, tis obſervable, 
that in the Grave Conſutation of the Errors of the Separatiſts 
publiſhed in the name of the Old Non-conformiſts it is ſaid, that 

* Becauſe we have a True Church conſiſting of a i 
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te z/zate (we are loth to ſay in a Damnable Eſtate) as long 
ce z5 they continue in this Schiſin. 

And accordingly Ainſworth ( who was one of the Early 
u acknowledgeth that the Ground - work of the 

orementioned Grave Confutation of the Separatiſis was laid 
thus: “ That the Church of England is a True Church of Chriſt, 
and Such an one as from which whoſoever wittingly and 
t continually ſeparateth himſelf, Cutzeth himſelf off from Chriſt. 

Laſtly, the Independent Teachers of New-England tel] you, 
that © to Separate from a Church for ſome Evil only con» 
te cezved, or indeed in the Church, which might and ſhould 
© be Tolerated, and healed with a ſpirit of meehhneſi, and of 
et which the Church is not yet convinced, though perhaps your 
«ſelf bez for this or the like reaſons to Withdraw from 
©Pablick Communion in Word, Seals or Cenſures, is 
i Unlawfill and Sinful, we 

Proceed we now to the Teſtimonies of Foreign Prote- 
ſtants. Mr Calvin ſaies, that © whereſoever the Word of 
« God 1s duly preached, and Reverently attended to, and 
© the True uſe of the Sacraments kept up, there is the plain 
& appearance of a True Church, whoſe Authority no man may 
tt ſafely Deſpiſe, or Reject it's Admonitions, or Reſiſt it's Coun- 
« {e/s, or ſet at nought it's Diſcipline ; much leſs. Separate from 
te iz, and Violate it's Unity, For that our Lord has fo great 
© regard to the Communion of his Church, that he counts 
« him an Apoſiate from his Religion, who obſtinately Se- 
tt parates from any Chriſtian Society, which keeps up the True 
& Miniſtry of the Word and Sacraments : that ſuch a Separation 
cis a Denial of God and Chriſte; and that it is a Dangerous 
c and Pernicious Temptation, 10 much as to Think of Separa- 
ting from ſuch a Church, the Communion whereof is never 
© 29 be rejected ſo long as it continues in the True uſe of the 
te Mord and Sacraments, Inſtit. lib. 4. ſ. 10,11,12. 

The Separation beginning to break out, the Wiſer Bre- 
thren thought fit to conſult Bea about it, who ſaies; As 
to the ſilenced Miniſters, that © If the Preſſing Subſcription 
* continued, he perſwades them rather 16 Live Privately, 
* than to yield to it. For they muſt either Act againſt 
© eheir Conſciences, or they muſt Quit their 7 s; for, 

4 8 2 ec ſaith 
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« faith he, the Third thing that may be — viz. 
f 


te that they ſhould Exerciſe their Function 456 the will of 
ce che Queen and the Biſhops, we Tremble at of Its 
u for ſach reaſons as may be ealily underſtood , though 
« we ſay never a word of them”. And as to the Caſe of 
& the People, his advice was, © As long as their Doctrine 
© yas Sound, that they ſhould diligently attend upon it, and 
te Receive the Sacraments devoutly, and joyn Amendment of 
ce Life with their Prayers, that by thoſe means they might 
te obtain aThorough Reformation”. And it further appears 
by Bea Reſolution of a Caſe concerning a Schiſm in the 
French Church then in London; That he lookt © on it as 
E 4 Sin, for any one to Separate from a Church, wherein 
ce ſound Doctrine, and an Holy Life, and the Right wſe of the 
ci Sacraments is kept up. And, by Separation, he ſaith, he 
tt means, not merely Going from one Church to another, 
et but the Diſcontinuing Communion with the Publick Afſem- 
ct hies, as though One were no member of them. 

Monſieur Le Aoyne in his Letter already mentioned, 
hath theſe paſſages : © All Good men ought nos to Separate 
& from Fler, but to look upon the Chumch of Engiand, as a 
et very Orthodox Church. Thus All the Proteſtants of France 
et do, thoſe of Geneva, thoſe of Switzerland and Germany, 
& and thoſe of Holland too: for they did themſelves a very 
cc great honour in having ſome Divines of England in their 
te Synod of Dort, and ſhewed plainly that they had a Pro- 
tc found Veneration for the Church of England. And from 
& whence does it then come, that ſome Engliſhmen them- 
ct ſelves have ſo Ii an opinion of Her at preſent, and Divide 
« Raſhly from Fler as they do? Is not this to Divide from 
« All the Antient Churches, from All the Churches of the Eaſy 
cc from All the Proteftant Churches, &c. — For my part, 
tc much inclined to Toleration as I am, I cannot for all this 
ct perſwade my ſelf, that it ought to be Allowed to thoſe, 
© that have ſo little of it to other men; And who, if they 
te were Maſters, would certainly give but Bad Quarter to 
tt thoſe that depended upon them. I look upon theſe men 
c as Diſturbers of the State and Church, and who are Doubt- 
© lefs animated by a Spirit of Sedition. Nay I ar 
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« believe that they are juſt ſuch as they ſay they are; and I 
&« ſhould be ſomething afraid, that very Dangerous Enemies 
might be hid under colour of theſe Teachers, Societies compoſed 
« of ſuch Perſons would be extream Dangerous, and they 
could not be ſuffered without Opening the Gate zo Diſ- 
« order and Advancing towards ones own Ruin. There are 
« ſome of theſe that are compoſed of more Reaſonable 
te men, but I could wiſh they were 8 Nos 
te 10 Separate from thoſe, of which the of England is 
« compoſed”. ¶ And a little afier ſpeaking, as hath been 
obſeryed, of the Uredifying Diſcourſes of the Diſienting Teach- 
ers he himſclf heard, whilſt at London, he ſaies, that for 
the Diſienting Teachers ] thus to “ cantonize themſelves, 
« and make 4 Schiſm, to have the Liberty to Vent ſuch Va- 
tt nities, is very Ii conduct &c. 

Monlieur de L' Angle in his Letter likewiſe aforemen- 
tioned has theſe paſſages to the preſent purpoſe : I can» 
* not expreſs to you with how much Grief 1 underſtand 
e that your Diviſions continue, at a time in which thero 
« are ſuch preſſing Reaſons for being Reunited. Above 
« All, that which you tell me of Vruing that are at this 
*« time Publiſhed, to make men believe that comm. 
« with the Church of England is Unlawful, and that the Mi- 
* niſters cannot permit it to Private Perſons withous Sin- 
ning, ſeems to me a thing ſo Unreaſonable in it ſelf, and 
« ſo very Unſeaſonable now, that I ſhould ſcarce believe it, 
« if it were not atteſted by a Perſon of your Merit and 
* Conlideration. My Lord, you know well what my 
« Sentiments are, always have been in this matter : 
And the Way which I uſed two years ago when I was 
in England, in Frequenting your Aſſemblies, and Preaching 
too in a Congregation that is under the juriſdiftion of 
« the Church of England, ſufficiently ſhews that I am very 
« far from Believing that Fer Communion is Unlawful. 
And this alſo proves very evidently that My Opinion in 
« this matter is the ſame that is holden by Our Churches; 
« becauſe it is nat Imaginable that I would without a 
Neceſſity have done a thing, which would have drawn 
the Diſpleaſure of my Brethren —_ me, and which 
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« at my Return would have Expoſed my ſelf to be blamed, 
te if not to be cenſured by them. My Lord, I would to 
«© God that All the miſtaken Chriftians that are in the 
ce world, would Receive your Reformation ; I would with 
ce all my heart ſpend all the blood T have, to procure them 
te ſo Great a Good. And I am fure with what an excecC- 
e ing joy Our Churches would enter into their Communion, if 
e being Pure in their opinions for Doctrine, they Diſſered 
ce ro more from Is, than by Surplices, and Innocent Ceremonies, 
te and ſome Diverſity of Orders in the Government of the 
“ Church. — Since therefore the Church r ww is 4 
te True Church of our Lord, c. (as afore has been cited) it 
te is without doubt the Du of All the Reformed of your 
te Realm, to keep themſelves Inſeparably United to the Church. 
et And Thoſe that do not this, upon pretence that they ſhould 
te deſire More Simplicity in Ceremonies, and Leſs of Inequality 
de among the Miniſters, do certainly commit a very great ſin. 
te For Schiſm is the moft formidable Evil that can Teal the 
* Church: and for the Fvoiding of This, Chriſtian Charity 
c obliges all Good men to Bear with their Brethren in 
et {ome things much Leſs tolerable, than Thoſe (of which the 
te Diſpute F ought to ſeem, even in the eyes of Thoſe that 
« hve the moſt Averſion for them. And this was ſo much 
© the opinion of our great and excellent Calvin, &c. (as has 
been aforecited. ) ce I pray God with all my heart, 
te that he would Open the eyes of one ( viz. the Diſſeming 
te Party) to make them ſee the Jeakneſs of the Reaſons, in 
« which they Ground ſuch an Aflifing Separation; and 
te that he would Preſerve and Increaſe more and more in 
« the other, (to wit, the Church of England's Party) that Piety, 
te that Zeal, and that Charity, which they have need of for 
te the happy Proceeding to a Reunion. 

Monſieur Claude likewiſe in his Letter aforementioned 
hath theſe words; & We believe that the Obligation to 
c preſerve Peace and Brotherly Concord, which make up the 
« External Unity of the Church, is of a Neceſſity ſo Indiſpenſa- 
te zie, that St. Paul has made no difficulty to joyn it with 
© the Internal 7 of the ſame Faith, and the ſame Regene- 
© zation 5 not onely as two things which onght never t0 be 
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« ſeparated, but Jikewiſe as Two things depending the one 
upon the other: becauſe if the External Unity be as it 
te were the Daughter of the Internal; ſhe is likewiſe the Pre- 
« ſeryer of It. As Epheſians 4. walk, worthy of the calling &c . 
« We do not believe that a ſingle Difference of Government 
« or Diſcipline, nor even 4 Difference of Ceremonies Innocent 
jn their own Nature, is a ſ#f:cient occaſion to break the [a+ 
« cred bond of Communion. W hercfore our Churches have al - 
« ways lookt upon and conſidered yours ( viz. the Church 


ce of England ) not only as a Siſter, but as an Elder Siſter; 


or Which we onght to have a Kindneſs accompanied 
« with Reſpect, and Veneration; and ſor which we do Preſent 
* moſt ardent Prayers unto God without cealing. — I ſhall 
not be afraid to give That Name to the Holding of Aſſem- 
« blies Apart, and Separating from the Publick Aſſemblies and 
<« IFithdraming themſelves from under your Government; there 
is no man that does not ſee that this would be Real Schiſm, 
« which in it ſelf and of its own nature cannot chooſe but 
« be always Odious to God and men, and of which the Authors 
and Patrons cannot avoid the Rendring an account before the 
« Tribunal of our common Ma#fter. When St. Paul forbad us 
to Forſake the Aſſembling of our ſelves together, he did not 
te only Cundemn thoſe that did not come thither, but frayed at 
home; but Thoſe too without doubt that held Other Aſtemblies 
in oppoſition to the Publick Ones. For this is to Break the Bond 
F of Chriftian Charity, which does not only joyn us with 
© ſome of our Brethren, but with All our Brethren, to receive 
from them, and to give them Zdification by Living together 
* in the ſame Communion. And it would be to no purpoſe 
© to Pretend, that Owr Conſcience did oppoſe our being Pre- 
© ſent at thoſe Aſſemblies, that are held under a Government 
'* chat we do not approve z and that that would be to Approve 
T Outrardly what we Inwardly Condemn. For beſides that 
uit would be neceſiary to examine well the Queſtion, whether 
utheſe Oppoſitions do not proceed from. a Conſcience miffaken 
ty & Precipitate judgment; ſince that the Beſt men are 
© oiten ſubje& to frame. to themſelves ſuch ſeruples, as are 
nor altogether Lam full at the bottom. But to imagine that 
"we cannot with a good ea be Preſent at * 
4 ut 
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e but only when we do Fully and Generally approve of All 
cr ehings in them, it is certainly not to know either the uſe of 
ce Charity or the Laws of Chriſtian Society. This Principle 
cc would Overturn all Churches; for I cannot tell whether 
er there be Any, whoſe Government, Diſcipline , Outward 
et Form, Uſages, and Practiſes be of Such Perſection, that there 
« is Nothing at all in them to Blame; and however it be, as 
© the judgments of men are very different, This would be 
ce to Open the Gate to Continual Separations, and to Aboliſh all 
& Aſſemblies. It is therefore certain, that. Conſcience does 
te not oblige us to Withdraw from the Aſſemblies, but on the 
*« contrary it obliges us to Joyn with them, when the things 
tc chat offend us are Tolerable, and do not hinder the Salutary ef- 
te ficacy of the Word, of the Divine Worſhip, and of the Sacra- 
ct ments. 'Tis the Fayour of this Charitable Patience, that 
« juſtiſtes our being Preſent at thoſe things, which we do 
«not PerfetHy Approve. Sec what S. Paul ſays to the Phi- 
ct lppians chap. 3. If in any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God 
« ſhi revel even this unto you. Nevertheleſs, whereto we have 
« already _ let us walk by the — let us mind the 
Same Thing. This is very far from ſaying, Aſſoon as ye 
« have the Leaf Contrary 9 — — ſelves: 
1 Conſcience will not allow you to Remain together. What 
Deadly effects would not ſuch a Separation produce, if it 
«« were eſtabliſhed amongſt you? As the Diſpoſitions of 
«« men are, one ſhould quickly ſee to ſpring from hence a 
Difference of Imtereſti, of Parties, of Opinions even in reſpect 
« of the Civil Society, — and — e 
« Conſequences, which a Diviſion not tempered with Charity does 
q Naturally produce. I let alone the Scandal which Al 
« the Reformed Churches of Europe would receive by it, the Foy 
„which their Adverſaries would have, and the Advantage: 
« which they would draw from it, which in all appearance 
« would Not be ſmall. . x 
In page 25, 26, 27, &c. of the Abridgment of Mr. Dura, 
we find this account very pertinent to the preſent purpeſe. 
After I (viz. Mr. Durel ) had finiſhed the Firſt Seion of 
& this Treatiſe, there came forth in Print a thing calkd a 
« Petition for Peace, &c. in Which I find the Authprs _ 
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do till continue to alledge, as a main Reaſon to Execute 
tc their ele the Publick Worſhip of God by Law eſta- 
« bliſhed in the Church of . that the Paſtors of moſt o 
«© the Reformed Churches abroad take Conformity with us in +1 
« things, thas they themſelves diſlike and ſeruple at, 10 be a Sin: 
*« which is the ſame as when they ſaid in their Preface to 
the Directory, that the Book bf Common Prayer kept the ſaid 
t Churches from Full Communion with us, and us with t And 
« this they Affirm anew with as much confidence as if it were 
not only moſt True, but moſt Eyident, and ſo out of 
« Queſtion, that it needeth not to be Proved. For they do 
* not fo much as bring One Evidence for it, but only ſay, that 
« ſo ĩt is; taking it fora Thing Granted on all ſides, and com- 
« monly known of every body. My work therefore in this Se- 
« ction is to vindicate the Reformed Churches abroad from this 
* ſcandalous Aſperſion, and to Bring our Deceived Brethren out 
«* of their Error in this point, by ſhewing that the ſaid Churches, 
« as they are no Strangers, ſo they are ns Enemies to Our 
* Church Government or Our Publick Worſhip. 

And Firſt, I fay, (faith Mr. Durel) that whereas they 
tell us, the Reformed Churches take Thoſe things, in which 
they Differ from the Church of England, to be Sinful, and 
* therefore would have Our Church to Conform to them; I de- 
mand if there be any Article in the Publick Confeſſion of 
** Faith of the Churches of Bohemia, Poland, Lithuania, Hun- 
« gary, Tranſylvania, Bremen, Embden, Fleſien, the Palatinate, 
« the Hectorate of Brandenburg, in Sileſia, Switzerland, Hol- 
« land, France, Geneva, or the Griſonsz in any of their Ec- 
cleſiaſtick Injunction:, Rubrick , or Libri Symbolici, by 
* which it appears, that my of thoſe Churches would have 
«* Us Conform to them in Any of Thoſe things in which we 
© now Differ, or that they take Conformity with us therein to 
« be a Sin. If Any of their Members come over to us, 
* and cannot (where they relide) conveniently go to the 
Churches of their own Nation, they tell them they may 
and ought to come to our Churches, be preſent at our Service, 
* ſay Amen to our Prayers, and receive the holy Communion 
with us, and in aur way; and when they return to their 
« reſpective Churches, none of them are Queſtioned for 

te having 
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having Conformed 19 Cs. [And then Mr Dure/ produces 
ſeveral inſtances, after which follows p. 29.] © As a far- 
« ther-proof of this it will appear, that where am have been 
« found among the Reformed Churches Abroad, who have 
© on any occaſion ſpoken Evil of the Church of England, their 
« upon complaint made of ſuch Perſons, have Cen- 
< ſured them for Raſhneſs and Uncharitableneſs. A Famous 
« inſtance of this is in Mon. Cvignart of Roan in Normandy, 
«a man of Great Learning and Reputation, firſt a Phy- 
* {ician, then a Divine. He wrote a Book of Controverſy 
* agaitiſt the Church of Rome, and for Encouragement to 
t his work had a ſum of money allotted him towards the 
charge of Printing it. But having publiſhed the Book, 
< and petitioning the Synod for the money granted, Com- 
* plaint was made of ſome Expreſſions in it Reflecting on 
e he Reformation of the Church of England: the Perſons were 
t called for, whoſe Bulineſs it was to Examine Books be- 
« fore they were Allowed to be Printed, and one of them, 
« by Name Monf. de l. Angle, alledging he had Adviſed 
kim to Zeave ont thoſe words before he paſſed the Book, 
it was adjudg'd, that Fe ſhould not only Loſe the Gratuity 
Pad, but alſo be Cenſured by the Synod , which was 
done accordingly. This was in 1657, when the Church 
« of England was in Fler Worft and Meaneſt Condition, the 
tt Synod being held at Caen in Normandy ; and I was then 
« Preſent, and a Member of the Synod, ſays the Author. 
ce The further Confirmation of this Matter is ſeen nearer 
„home, in that a whole Body of the Walloon and French 
* Proteſtants making up the French Church at Veſtminſter, 
ce d at once to the Diſcipline of the Church of England, 
* which make up the French Church now at the Savoy ”. 


 FAﬀer which from p. 3 T. to p. 41. there are ſeveral other 


Inſtances and Teſtimonies ptoduced to the ſame. purpole ; 
and then there follows ] © To cloſe this I ſhall give ſome 
* Inſtances of Foreign Miniſters of the Beſt Characters, both 
« for Learning, Piety and Judgment, who upon their 
* coming over hither have not ſcrupled to joyn with this Churd) 
* both in Worſhip and Cummmmion. For ſince we have begun 
*to ule the Book of Common Prayer, Providence hath 
OS. te brought 
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® brought over many Miniſters from beyond the Seas, ſome 
cc 2 Geneva, ſome from France, ſome from Germany, ſome 
"from Poland, ſome from Lithuania, ſome from Piedmont, 
te that is, almoſt from All the Reformed Churches; as alſo 
© ſome Students in Divinity , ſome Elders, and other Private 
Perſons of all Conditions, and yet we have ſeen None of them 
©that ever made any Difficulty to Ait at Divine Service, 
tt and to Conform, Al! of them that have been preſent upon 
* Communion days have devoutly Received the Lord's ſup- 
per Knecling ; and Thoſe that have Preached (and among 
them Two of Geneva, Both of them very Worthy men, 
© by name Monſ. Calendrin and Monſ. Buiſien ) have all of 
© them acknowledged in their Prayer, the King's Majeſty 
© Supreme ,Governow in this Realm, and other his Ma- 
© jeſties Dominions , over all Perſons and in all Canſes , as 
© well Eccleſiaflical as Civil; and prayed for the moſt Re- 
© verend .Arch- Biſhops, and the Right Reverend Biſhops, as 
well as for the inferior Miniſters of this Church, juſt as ir 
te 15 in the Bidding of Prayer. And then the Author men- 
tions Mr Heraut, Mr Breſmal, Mr Gaillard Miniſter and 
Divinity-Reader Deſigned in the Univerſity of Mont Al- 
ban, and Mr Eſcoſier Delegate of the Piedmontan Churches. 
Thus far Mr Durel. | 


For a cloſe to this head I have Reſferyed the Dying 


words or Confeſſion of Penry , one of the Separatiſts in 


Queen Zlizaberh's time, who being condemned for a Se- 
ditious book, and ſuffering on that account,confefſed,® He 
&« Deſerved Death at the Queen's hand, for that he had Se- 
te duced many of her Loyall Subjects to a Separation from 
“ hearing the Word of Life in the Pariſh Churches; which 
"though Himſelf had learned to Diſcover the Evil of, yet he 
ce could Never prevail to Recover Divers of her Subjects whom 
ce he had Seduced ; and thereſddb the Blood of their Souls was 
© now 105 required at his hands", See Cotton's Anſwer to 
R. Williams, p. 17. | 

I proceed now to the Second Conſideration I have to 
offer to our Diſſenters or Separatiſts in reference to the Un- 
varran@blenels of ſuch their Separation, and it is this, viz. 


II. That 
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II. That the Separation from our Church of England is no Pro- 
per means to Promote Purity and Perfection of Religion. 


This is no other than what ſufficiently appears from the 
Teſtimonies under the feregoing head, which declare and 
condemn the Separation from our Church (in ſuch of this 
Kingdom as profeſs themſelyes to be Proteſtants) to be a 
Plain and Real Schiſm, and ſo a very Grievous Sin, and 
therefore altogether Inconſiſtent with Purity and gr gry of 
Religion, However for th + further Conviction of our Se- 
paratiſts, what I peculiarly purpoſe to ſhe under this head, 
is this, that ſuch a Separation ( tho' it be conſidered Ab- 
ſtractedly, or Not as it hath in ic the Guile of Schiſm; but) 
barely as it tends to Alienate the Peoples: Affectiont from our 
Eſtabliſhed Church, and to Advance their Own way of Worſhip, 
is very far from being a Proper Means for promoting Pu- 
rity and Perfection of Religion, foraſmuch as on the Con- 
trary it has been Once Already found by ſad and wofull Experi- 
ence to have been th. Unhappy Occalion of Greater Diſorders 
and more Extravagent Enormities in Religion, than Ever were 
Heard of in the Communion of our Church, as might be made 


appear from the Confeſſions of Many of their Own Eminent | 


Teachers in the Late Long Rebellion. Twill abundantly 
faffice to mention the Teſtimony but of one ſingle Preſ- 
byterian Divine of thoſe times, Namely Mr Edwards; We, 
* faith he, in theſe Four laſt years have over-paſſed the Deeds 
© of the Prelates, and juſtified the Biſhops, in whoſe time Ne- 
«wer ſo Many nor ſo Great Errors were heard of, much leſs 
cr ſuch Blaſphemies and Cunfuſiont. We have Worſe things 
* among Us, than Ever were in All the Biſhops days; more 
te Corrupe Dottrines and Unheard of Practicet, than in Eighty 
© years before. I am pgſwaded, if ſeven years ago 
et the ws yur their Chaplains had but Preached, Printed, 
© Licenſed, Diſperſed up and down in City and Country 
ee openly, a Quarter of thoſe Errors, Hereſses , Blaſphemies, 
* which have been all theſe ways Vented by the Sc&aries 
te the People would have riſen up, and ſtoned them, and 
pulled down their honſes , and forced them to _ 
4 2 5 uc 
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* ſuch Doctrines. O how is the Scene changed within 
te theſe few years” ! And not long after, he tells us that 
«Theſe are Riſen, Increaſed , Reign, and Prevail fo far, 
te under the Parliament Sitting, not under the Biſbops, &c- 
And in his Epiſtle to the Lords and Commons before 
the Firſt part of his Gangrena, he tells them, that * the 
tt Errors, Hereſees, * and Practices of the Sefaries 
te of this Time, had broached and acted within theſe 
& Fou laſt years in England, and that in . Quarters, and 
te in the Places under your Government and Power, for which 
© T tremble to think leſt the whole Kingdom ſhould be 
* in God's Black Bill; that together with Their Reformation 
came in a Deformation, and Worſe things were come upon 
© them, than Ever they had Before: they had put down the 
& Book of Common Prayer; but there were Many amongſt 
te them that had put down the Scriptures, lighting, yea 
* Blafpheming them: he tells them, they bad caſt out 
«the Biſhops, and their Officers; and they had Many that 
© had caſt down to the Ground All Miniſters in All the 
© Reformed Churches; they had caſt out Ceremonies in the 
te Sacraments; and they had Many, that had caſt out the 
tt Secraments themſelves”: with many more ſad Complaints 
© which he there makes. 

As a Taſte of the Impious Doctrines and Blaſphemous 
Expreſſions ſpoken in the Time of Presbytery and Indepen- 
dency even from the Pulpits, I ſhall ſubjoyn one or two 
Inſtances out of the aforeſaid Mr Zdwards (and othersWrit- 
ings) who tells us, that twas then commonly maintained, 
that the Scriptures cannot be ſaid to be the Mord of God, and 
are no more to be Credited than the Jritings of Men. 
that God has an Hand in and is the Author of the Sin- 
fulneſs of his People, &c. Then alſo might Teachers be 
heard in the'Pulpit telling God, that if He did not Fi- 
niſh the Good Work which He had begun in the Refor- 
mation of the Church, He would ſhew himſelf to be the 
Sed of Confuſion, and ſuch an One as by cunning Strata- 
gems had Contrived the Deſtruction of his Orn Children, And 
again thus, O God many are the Hands lift up againſt 
Us, but They thy ſe!f, O Father, doſt us more 2iſchi = 

e 


— 
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they All. We know, O Lord, that Abraham, Moſes, Da- 
vid, and our Sæviour made a Covenant ; but thy Parliament's 
Covenant is the Greateſt of All Covenants, See Edw. Gangr. 
Part. 3d. Catal. of Errors p. 15, &c, View of Late Troubl. 
chap. 43- P- 567. : 
And this may abundantly ſuffice for the Proof of this 
Second Head. I come now to the Third and Laſt Parti- 


cular, which I judge fit to take Notice of under this 
Chapter, which is this, viz, 


III. That the Separation from the Cinch of England is a moſt 
ready Way to Advance Popery again in this Kingdom. 


The Laſt Conſideration, which I ſhall offer under this 
Chapter, and which ought to be of very Great Moment 
with the Diſſenters, (if they are in Sincerity ſo mightily 
Afraid of Popery, as they Pretend to be) is this, that the 
Separation is a moſt Ready way to Advance and Promote the 
Ends of Popery in this Nation. 

I hall begin with the Teſtimony of Mr Baxter, who 
( in the Prefate to the Defence of h Cure of Div. b. 17.) 
lates, © Owr Diviſions Gratifie the Papiſts, and greatly hazard 
* the Proteſtant Religion, and that more than moſt of you feem 
ct 0 believe or to Regard”. And (in the Defence of the Cure 
of Diviſions, Introduction p. 52.) among other Great Incon- 
8 of 2 which he mentions, this is one, 
* That Popery will get by it ſo great Advantage as may 
ce hazard - all, * — — 1 ſeveral 
ie Parties do contend about. And this is one way where- 
by he fates Popery will grow out of our Diviſions, namely, 
« by the Odium, and ſcorn of our Diſagreements, Inconſiſten- 
©« cy, and multiplied Sets ; they will perſwade People that 
« we muſt come for Unity to Them, or elſe rum Mad, and 
e Crumble into duſt and Individuals. Thouſands have been 
t drawn to Popery , or confirmed in it by this ument 
4e already; And I am perſwaded , that all the Arguments 
ec elſe in Bellarmin, and all other Books that ever were 
* Written, have not done ſo much to make Papiſts in Eng- 
* land, as the Multityde of Sefts konong themſetver, Yea ſome 
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it Proſeſſors of Religious ſtrictaeſs, of great Eſteem for 


« Godlineſs , have turned Papiſis th yes, when they 
« were Giddy and Wearied with Turnings, and when they had 
«© Ren from Sect to dect and found no Conſiſtency in Any. And 
( in his Sacrilegious De ertion p. 103, 104.) he hath theſe 
paſſages concerning the Separating and Dividing Humor 
of their Party. It ſhameth, it prieveth us to ſee and 
et hear from England, and from New Eng/and this common 
« Cry, We are endangered by Diviſions, principally becauſe 
« the Self-conceized part of Religious People will not be 
te Ruled by their Paſtors, but muſt have their way and will 
« needs be Riders of the Church and of Them. And ſoon after 
he faith to them, © Ton have made more Papiſts, than ever 
te we are like to Recover. ; | . 

But the ſtrongeſt Proof of this Point is the Teſtimonies 
viven by the Papifts themſelves, whereof ( among many 
others) I ſhall give two or three inſtances. The Advice 
of the famous Jeſuit Campanella is this, . Concerning the 
ce 1/eakning of the Engliſh there can No Better way poſtibly 
© be found out than by cauſing Diviſions and Diſienſions among 
© hemſelver. And as for their Religion— it cannot be fo 
te eafily Extinguiſhed and Rooted out, unleſs there were ſome 
certain Schools ſet up in Flanders , —— by means of 
which there ſhould be ſcattered abroad the Seeds of Schiſis. 
See his Diſc. of Span. Mon. c. 25. p. 157. - 2 

Among the Jeſuit Conzzen's Directions for Reducing Popery 
into 4 Country, the moſt Conſiderable are 

1. That it be done under a pretence of Eaſe to Tender 
Conſcienchs, which will gain a Reputation to the Prince, 
and not ſeem to be done from his Own Inclination, but 
out of Kindneſs to the People. 

2. That when Liberty is granted, then the Parties be For- 
bid to Contend with each other; for that will make way the more 
Eaſily for One ſide to Prevail, and the Prince will be com- 
mended for his Love of Peace. | 

* — Thoſe, who ſuſpe8 the Deſign, and Preach Againſt 
it, be Traduced as men that Preach Very Unſeaſonable Do- 
ctrine, that they are Proud, Self-opiniators, and Enemigs to 
Peace and Union, c. Contzen's Polit, I. 2. c. 18. Set. * 
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In a Letter of Advice given to F. Towng, by Seignior 
Ballarini concerning the Beſt way of managing the Pop/ 
Intereſt in England, upon the Reſtauration of K. Charles II. 
are theſe Remarkable Directions: © To make the Obſtru- 
tion of Settlement their Great Deſign, eſpecially upon the 
Fundamentals of the Kingdom —— To ſet up the Proſperous 
way of Fears and Jealouſics of the Xing and Biſhops ; 
To make it appear under hand, how near the DoS#rine, 
Worſhip, and Diſcipline of the Church of England comes to 
us ( i. e. the Papiſts); at how Little Diſtance Their Common- 
Prayer is from our Maſs ; & that the J/iſef# & Ableſt men 
of that way are ſo Moderate, that they would willingly 
come over to ns, or at leaſt meet us half way; Here 
the more ſtayed men will become more odiout, and Others will 
run os of AK Religion for Fear of Popery : That an In- 
dulgence Gr Toleration) be promoted by the Factious, and 
ſeconded by the Papiſtt; That the Trade and Treaſure of the 
Nation may be engroſſed between Themſelves and other Di/- 
contented Parties; That the Biſhops and Miniſters of the Church 
of England be Aſperſed, as either Worldly and Careleſs on the 
cn or ſo Fagious on the other, that it were well 
they were Removed. 

Mr. Coleman at his Trial on account of the Popi/h Plot in 
King Charles II. time Own'd, and after Sentence Declared, 
that poſſibly he might be of an Opinion, that Popery 
might come in, if Liberty of Conſcience had been granted. 

To theſe Teſtimonies of the Papiſts themſelves I ſhall ſub- 
joyn their Practice, which will farther make it appear, 
that the Separation from our Church is a moſt Likely way in 
#heir Own Opinions to Promote and Eſtabliſh Popery among 
us. | 

For it is evident from the Story of Commin and Heath, 
Two Popiſh Prieſts I have mentioned in my Former Pa- 
pers, that the Separation was Begun Chiefly by the Popiſb 
Prieſts under the Diſguiſe of more Zealous Proteſtants, who 
endeavoured to ſet up more Spiritual Prayer and Greater Pu- 
rity of Worſhip than was obſerved in the Church of Zng- 
land. The Certainty of which Practice is farther con- 
firmed by what Bp. Siillingflees ( in the Preface to the Un- 
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reaſonableneſs 455 ation p. 14.) hath obſerved concerning 
Coleman, Hallingham, Benſon &c. who were employ d by 
the Pope to Draw the people into ſeparate meetings under 
the pretence of a Purer Reformation, and oppoſing the Di- 
ſcipline, Liturgy, and Calling of our Biſhops, as approaching 
too near to the Church of Rome. 6 

And as the Papiſts had thus a main hand in Beginning 
dhe Separation from Our Church; fo they have been very 
Active in Keeping up the ſaid Separation ever ſince by the ſame 
Artifices, or under the ſame Diſguiſe of Puritans, or elſe 
by joyning with the Fanaticks even in carrying on an 
open Rebellion againſt K. Charles I. to the Overthrow of 
the Regal Government and Eſtabliſhed Church. © For Robert 
Mentis de Salmonet , a Scotchman , and Secular Popi/b 
Prieſt, has publickly taken notice of the Many Popiſi 
Prieſts ſlain at Edgehill, on the Parliament fide; and that 
there were Two Companies of Mallon: and other Papiſts, 
that there ſerved the Parliament againfi the King : Hiſt. des 
Troubles de la Grand. Bret. a Paris 1661. I. 3. p. 165. 

To cloſe' this head, Mr. Zdwards, the abovementioned 
Famous Teacher of the Parliament Party (in his Gangrene 
part 2. p. 6.) reports from Mr. Mills, a Common- Council- 
man-( who was ſo informed from a Knowing Papiſt ) that 
the Papiſts did Generally ſhelter themſelves under the 
Vizonr of Independency. And accordingly we learn in the 
life of Biſhop Fiſher, that Dr. Beyly the Papif# openly 
courted Oliver, who was an Indepependem, as the then Pre- 
ſent Hopes of Rome; and, with a Flattery as groſs as the 
Jingle was ridiculous, call'd him Oliva Vera. And it is 
certain that a College of Feſ#its was Eſtabliſhed at Come in 
the year 1652, (that is, in the time of Olfver's Govern- 
ment, ) and in a Paper found there, mention was'made 
of One Flundred Fifty and Frve Perſons Reconciled that year 
to the Church of Rome. See Narrative ſent up to the 
Lords from the Biſhop of Flireſerd p. 7. | 
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| The CONCLUSION, 
By way of Application to Mr. Dowley and his Followers. 


Have now gone through h I propoſed to Perform 

[| in this Treatiſe, having largely ſhewn by a Multitude of 
Teſtimonies (and many more might be Added, was there 
Occaſion, ) that the Rites, Ceremonier, Government &c. of 
Our Church are All of Them No Other than What May 
Lawfully and Without Sin, and therefore Owght in Conſcience 
to be Conformed to by All the Proteflants of this Realm; 
and conſequently that Owr Diſſenters who do not only R- 
fuſe to Confarm, but alſo Actually Separate from Our Commu- 
nion, are Guilty of Real Schiſm, and ſo of a Damnable Sin; 
and this in the Judgements Even of the moſt Eminent 
Nonconformi fis themſelves that have been within this King- 
dom, and alſo of All the Reformed Churches in Emrope be- 
ond the Seas, and the moſt Celebrated Divines that have 

n therein. 

And now I moſt hambly and with the Tender Bowels 
of Compaſiien and Charity moſt Earneſtly Beſeech you, Sir, 
and your Followers, more eſpecially Them of my Own Pariſh, 
that You and They would have ſo Due a Concern for 
your Eternal Salvation, as that you would Seriouſly and 
Tmpartiaily Conſider, What more Satisfabiory Proof to Convince 
you of your Sinful Praflice you can Reaſonably Demand, than 
What I have laid before you in Theſe and my Former Papers, 

In my Letter to a Diſſenting Pariſhioner I have proved 
from Scripture, that All the People of this Kingdom are 

Bound in Conſcience to Conform and Keep to Our Church; and 
have largely ſhewn, that All the s Commonly 
made uſe of by your Party are Weak and Falſe, being 
Grounded either on Tens of Scripture groſsly Aiſimderſtood 
or at Jeaſt miſapplied, or elle on a Miſanderſt mg of the 
Intent and Power of the Ad of Toleration , or on ſome 
other Vrong Notion heedlefsly taken up, as the Pretence 
of Better Edification, the Piety of the Diſienting Teachers &c. 
In my Letter to a Diſſeming Teacher J have proved from 
Scripture the Falſneſs of thoſe Principles and Dottrines, which 
are chiefly Inſtilled into the minds of the People by the 
, Diſtentiug 
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Diſcenting Teachers z and alſo that the ſaid Teachers are Not 
Duely Called or Sent, but Act by a Falſe Adiſtion, and ſo 
have No Rightfull Power to Adminiſter the Sacraments, or 
Perform any other Part of the MiniFerial Office. And 1 
have alſo particularly ſhewn that Al the Texts urged by 
the Diſientirig Teachers in Defence of their Ordination make 
_—_ for, * Againſt un; and that the Objefions made 
ule of by them .A4gainf#' our Epiſcopal Ordination and Govern- 
ment are of No Force, being either Grounded on Ignorance 
ef Church Hiſtory, or elſe Deſignedly made ule of to Deceive 
Common People who are Ignoram in ſuch Affairs. | 
Laſtly, as a moſt. Strong and Unexceptionable Confirmation of 
the Truth of what is contained in my Two Letters, T have in 
this Third Treatiſe ſhewn' that the Sum and Subſtance of 
what is Aſſerted in my Two Letters, viz. the Zewfulneſs 
of our Church Government and Worſhip, and Sinfulneſs of a 
paration from our Communion, is no other than what is Con- 
firmed by the Teſtimonies even of the moſt Eminent Perſons 
among the Diſienting Party, and alſo by the Univerſal Te- 
ſrimony of All the Reformed- Churches beyond the Sea. Not 
to take the Advantage of thoſe Teſtimonies, which you, Sir, 
your ſelf have been pleaſed to Give in your Letter to me, 
and whereof I have taken Notice in my anſwer (p. 24, 
31, 32, 38, 46, 47.) and therefore ſhall not Repeat here. 
Since then All this hath been Done, ſince theſe To 
Principal Points (on which depends the hole Strength of 
the Controverſy between Us,) viz. rſt. that on one hand 
Our Church Requires of you Nothing but what you may Conform 
:0 Lawfully, or without Sin; and 21y. that on the other hand 
your Separation our Church is no other than a Plain Real 
Schiſm, and ſo a very Heinous and Damnable Sin; ſince theſe 
Two Points have been made out to you in my Papers, not 
only from Scripture, but alſo (as a Proof of My being Not 
Miſtaken as to the True meaning of the Texts of Scripture I 
have made uſe of, and of you and your Parties being Miſtaken 
as to the Scriptures urged by you, ) from the Teſtimonies 
of the moſt Eminent Perſons among your ſelves, together with 
the General Teſtimonies of All the Proteſtants beyond Sea ; 
in a word, fince the Great Sinfullneſs of your Separation hath 
been thus laid open, from the joint Teſtimonies both of God 
| D 2 and 
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and All the Reformed Cinurclæs in Europe beyond the Seas: will 
you, Sir, think fit to Avow after All, that you meet with 
No Conviction from what has been offered by me, but rather 


much Co ion in your Judgment and Practice? 


Though you, Sir, (and your Followers) may At fo 


very Unreaſonably, and in ſuch a Plain Contradiction 


to the Clear Light of the aforementioned Teſtimonies. both 
Divine and Humane; yet I conſeſs I ſhall not be Surprized 
(ſorry indeed I ſhall be,) at ſuch your Behaviour, it being 
no other than What the Phariſees (as may be gathered 
from the Sacred Hiſtory,) ſhewed towards Our Saviour in 
the Like Caſe, and no other than what may very Eaſily 
be Accounted for by that ſettled Obſtinacy and Prejudice, which 
did poſſeſs the then Unbelieving Fews, and doth poſſeſs the 
Unconforming Separatifts, now amongſt us; and which alſo 
makes our Separatiſis too Exactly to Anſwer that Black and 
Deteftable Character given of the Jews by St Paul, 1 Theſs. 
2.15. They pleaſe not God and are contrary w All Men: 
ſoraſmuch as it appears from the foregoing Teſtimonies, 
#hat (in the words of Mr Durei,) our Separatiſts are the 
Only Alen in the World, of A Thoſe that profeſs the Pro 
zeſtant Religion, Who Scruple to Submit 10 our Chureh-Govern: 
ment, and to with us in our Publick Worſhip. 

Out .of my moſt ſincere and ardent Charxy for you, | 
heartily pray God, that what St Par! adds in the Verſes 
following, may not likewiſe be found to Hold Equally 
Good in reſpect of the Separaziſts, viz. that by that Settled 
Obſtinacy. and Prejudice which is rooted in them, they 
may not be fo far miſ-led as to Fill up their Sins always, and 
that for as much as-the Wrath is come them to the Uner- 


moeſt. For the better Avoiding of which Diſmal. Condi- 


tion, I defire you, Sir, and your Followers to conſider that 
he we of wo doth under the Goſpel State ſhew it ſelf 
mot ſo much in Temporal, as in Spiritual Tudoments, par- 
ticularly by Gods Eng Them — — — the — of 
the Truth, ſtrong Delvſions, (2 Theſſ. 2. 11.) and by permit- 
ting Evil Men and Seducers (of which ſort are They which creep 
into Houſes, and lead Captive filly Women laden with Sins, led 
away with divers Luſis, ver Learning, and Never able t 
eome to the Knowledge of the Truth, ) to wax Worſe and Work 
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Decei bing and being Deceived. 2 Tim. 3. 6, 13. That this 
Sad Doom is fully Exempliſied in the Caſe of ow Separatiſts, 
is well Known to Some, and might be made clearly Ap- 
pear to Others, by a Short Hiſtorical Account of the Separation 
rom Its Beginning 70 Its preſent State: Which tis to be wiſh- 
ed might be Drawn up by ſome Perſon that hath Suitable 
Leiſure and Opportunities, as not having the Weekiy Returns 
of Double Day lying upon Him, or at leaſt not being fo 
Strained in other Reſpects as not to be Able to Afford 
himſelf an .Aſiffant in his Parochial Duties. Not to men- 
yon ſtill much Greater Difficulties in reſpect of Bodily In- 
diſpoſttian (and that in a moſt Tender Part, and yet moft 
neceſſary for ſuch Performances,) wherewith I have ſtruggled 
to Draw up This and my other Treatiſes, Publiſhed for the 
ule of my Dißeming Pariſhioners. 

But to return, Sir, to you: give me leave Humbly and 
Meekly to put you in mind, how hort a Time it is, (no 
other than a Moment in reſpect of Erernity,) before you muſe 
give an Account of your Actions before a moſt juſt [udg 3 
and what a Bad Account you will then be Able ro Give, 
ſnould you ( notwithſtanding All the Evidences laid be- 
fore you both from Divine and Humane Teſtimonies ) ſtill 
continue to be One of Thoſe who ſpeak Perverſe things, ( if 
not for Zucre ſake, yet out of Vanity and Pride) to Dram 
away Diſciples aſter you. (Acts 20. 30.) 

Was you not Influenced either by Lucre, or the afore- 
mentioned Vanity and Pride; I cannot ſee what ſhould 
make you Act lo Diſagreeably at leaſt to the Oli or Firſt 
Nonconformiſis, and many of the more Wiſe and Sober Mo- 
dern Nonconſormiſts ; who tho they could not Conform to 
All that is Required by our Canſtitation of Aliniſiers, yet 
Abhorred the Thoughts and Condemned the Practice of 
Separation as moſt Sinfull, and choſe rather to Conform as 
Lay-perſons, than be any ways Inftrumental to ſo Sinful! « 
Separation in order to Exerciſe the Miniſterial Office. For 
They well Knew, that no one is to do Evil (of which ſort 
Preaching in Separate Meetings plainly Appears to be from 
the Teſtimonies above cited, ) under a pretence that Good 
may Come of itz and that They who do ſo, Their Danmation is 
Fuſe. Rom. 3. 8. h 
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I ſhall cloſe this Application to you, Sir, with Re- 
minding you of the Dying Penitential Confeſſion of the 
Difienting Teacher Penry abovementioned. For if He (tho 
He had himſelf Learned to Diſcover the Evil of Separation, yet) 
becauſe He couid never prevail to Recover Divers whom Fi had 
Seduced, could not but confeſs at his Death, that he thought 
that therefore (viz. becauſe he could not Recover ſome He 
Seduced, ) the Blood of their Souls was then Juſily Required at 
his Hands ; pray conſider ſeriouſly, how much Worſe your 
Caſe muſt be than His, ſhould you ſtill continue Not to 
Diſcover your ſelf the Evil of your Separation, and ſo Not to 
Endeavour to Recover thoſe whom you have ſeduced ; but on 
the contrary to Keep wp and Encourage them in the Sin of Se- 
paration? how much more Reaſon you have ſadly to Ex- 
ſpe, that the Blood of the Souls of Thoſe, whom you have and 
frill do thus ſeduce, will be Fuſily Required at your Hand:? 

I ſhall now only Add a Word or Two, to your Followers, 
eſpecially Them of my own Pariſh, I deſire them to conſi- 
der as they ought, that ( if they will not Learn from Me, 
yet) they may in theſe Papers Learn from the Practice and 
Teſtimonies of the moſt Eminent Nonconformiſts, or Diſſenters, 
that have been, and alſo of All the Proteſtants beyond Sea; 
that tho' they themſelves do Not Approve of This or That 
Rite or Uſage of our Church, yet they may Lawfully or without 
Sin, and therefore ought in Conſcience to Keep to their Pariſh 
Churches; and that by doing the Contrary , by Separating 
from our Communion, they FJabitually Live in a moſt Grievous 
and no other than Damnable Sin. And therefore I beſeech 
them to conſider how Irrationally they Act, whilſt to Avoid 
a Few Ceremonies, &c. which they do not Like, and yet can- 
not ſay are Sinſiul, they run into 2 the moſt For- 
midable Evil that can beſall the Church of Chriſt, and conſe- 
quently a maſt Heinous Sin in 4 of All Diſcreet 
Proteftants both at Home and Is not this to Act 
as the Hypocritical Scribes and Phariſees? to Strain at a Gnat, 
and Swallow 4 Camel? Mat. 23. 24. 

Wherefore ſeeing They are Compaſſed about with ſo Great 
a Cloud of Witneſſes, let Them lay aſide the Sin of Separation, 
which doth ſo Eaſily Beſet Them, and let Them Rem with Pa- 
rience and Fiumility, in a Due Obedience to God and the 

Goyernours 


Cote: 


having 
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Governours of his Church, the Race which is ſet before Them, 
Looking unto Feſus the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, who 
for the Joy that was ſet before Him Endured the Creſs, De- 
ſpiſing the Shame, &xc, Let Them therefore be willing to En- 
dure, and let Them Learn to Deſpiſe the Shame of Acknow- 
ledging Themſelves to have been in a Sinfull Error and 
Practice, this being one Great Proof of a ſincere Repentance ; 
and let Them not Deceive themſelves with the Hopes of 
er an Opportunity of C_ their Preſent 
Separation more Plauſibly or with Leſs ; it being Juſt 
with God to Deny ſuch the Grace of Repentance bot, 
who Put off their Repentance for the Preſent: to which 
may be added that Denunciation of ow Sxviow , Mark. 
8. 38. Whoſocever ſhall be Aſhamed of Me and my Words (and 
fo is Every One that Chooſes rather to Continue in Any Sin, 
than to Confeſs and Forſake It, for Fear of the Shame of 
Men) of Him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be Aſhamed, when 
Fe comes in the Glory of his Father with his Holy Angels. 

I ſhall cloſe this Part of the Application, as being de- 
ſigned chiefly for My own Diſßenting Pariſbioners with the 
words of St Paul, Acts 20. 20, 26, 27. J take you to Record 
this day, that ( tho' you Dy in your Sinfull Separation) I am 
Pure from the Blood of you; having Refuſed no Pains ( not 
the moſt Afflicting to the Bodily Infirmity I ly under) 
that ſo I might Declare unto you All the Counſel of God in 
reference to the Caſe in hand, and might Keep back No- 
thing that might be Profitable to you, in order to Undeceive you, 
as to your Sinfull Practice of Separation. 

I moſt Humbly and Earneſtly beg God's Bleſſing on 
Theſe my Endeayours, that they may in ſome meaſure 
Promote the Great End for which they are Deſigned; and 
ſhall therefore Cloſe this Treatiſe (as my Two Letters) with 
that Petition of our Excellent Litany, viz. 

| That it may pleaſe thee to bring into the may of Truth 
All ſuch as have Erred and are Decerved, 
We beſeech thee to hear us, Good Lord. 
So ptays without ceaſing 


Cateibach june iſt. Your moſt Faithful Servant in Chriſt 
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A APPENDIX. 


To Mr. Peter Dowley. 


A the foregoing Treatiſe was in great part Drawn. up 
before you Sent me your Letter, and had been Pu- 
bliſhed- for the Benefit of my Diſienting Pariſhioners; tho 
you had Never Sent Me that. Leer; So I have ſince 
ts. & it moſt Convenient (Not to Interrupt the Me- 
thod I had propoſed to Follow in the ſaid Treatiſe, but 
rather) to Lay the Conſideration of Some Particulars 
contained in your Letter together in this Place, by way 
of Appendix. | 

Whereas then you tell Me, Sir, in your Letter, that 
had I*peruſed the Diſienters Defence of themſelves publiſhed by 
te Dr. Owen, Mr. Baxter &c. 1 might have ſeen my ſelf An- 
ce ſwered before I wrote; and therefore tis Needleſs to Vite again, 
64 till Something of Worth Not Conſidered is Brought forth, of which 


* fort you ſee Nothing in my Letters: I leave the Iinpartial 


Reader to judge, whether the Foregoing, Treatiſe is Not 
a Plain and Full Confutation of What you ſo Confident- 


ly Aſſert in the forecited Lines of your Letter. To come 
to Particulars : 


Could I ſee my Self Anſwered as to what J offer in 


my Letters concerning Forms of Prayer, when many Emi- 
nent Nonconformifts, and among them Dr. Owcn and Mr. 
Baxter, expreſly Acknowledge Forms to be 2 when 
fo Many of Them * that there are Fooeſteps 
of Forms to be ſound both in the Old and New Tefta- 
ment? When They Acknowledge Zitgies to be very An- 
tient in the Chriſtian Church, and Generally Uſed, and that 


ſor 1400 yeors at leaſt, if not (which implies that the 


Contrary cannot be made out) from the Apoſtles times 2 
when Many of Them, and eſpecially Mr. Baxter ex- 
preſsly Denies, that Our Liturgy or Common Prayer is any 


Juſt Motive for a Separation, nay, that it is no other 
than an High Degree of Pride for Any to think Us 5 
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the Church of England Unworthy of their Communion on 
that account ? 

Conld 7 ſee try Self Anſwered as to What is ſaid in 
my Letters concerning Kneeling more particularly at the 
Sacrament, When Mr. Baxter hath faid ſo much in Fuſtift- 
cation of It ? 

Could I ſee my Self Anſwered as to What I fay in my 
Letters Concerning the Obedience Due to Our Church-Go- 
vernours in reſpect of All other Rites and Ceremonies in our 
Church; when tis Conſeſſed by your Old Noncomformiſit 
in general, and Many of the Modern Nonconformifts that 
there is Nothing Required or Injoyned by our Church , that 
makes a Separation Neceſſary , or will Fuſtifty 12 

Could I fee my ſelf Anſwered as to what is ſaid in 


ny Letters Concerning the Weakneſs of the Pretence of 


Better Edification, when 'tis ſo Generally Condemned by 
the moſs Fudicious Diſſenters themſelves, and more eſpe- 
cially by Mr. Filder/ham a moſt Eminent Perſon among 
the Party? 

In a word, Could I ſee my ſelf Anſwered as to the 
Main Point of my Letters, viz. the Unlawfulneſs and Great 
Sinfulneſs of a Separation from Our Church; when It is ſo 
much Veit Againſt, and Condemned, by ſo many of the 
moſt Famous Nonconformiſts or Diſſenters both Old and Mos 
dern, and particulaly by Mr. Baxter? 

Theſe Particulars may abundantly ſuffice to ſhew you, 
Sir, that I could not have ſeen my ſelf Anſwered before 
I wrote, by peruſing the Writings of the Diſſenters; and there- 
fore that it is by no means Needleſs for you to Write, 
there being ſo many Pai ticulars Granted by the mõſt E- 
minent Diſſemers, even by Dr. Owen and Mr. Baxter, which 
you and your Followers Diſorn; or at leaſt do Not Allow 
of, if One may make a judgement. of your Opinions or 
Perſwaſion from your Practice, which farcly © t to Go 
together, and be Agreeable One with the Other. And there- 
fore yon may See (if you Wilt) Something of Worth ſtill 
remaining in my Letters to be Conſidered and (Cleared by 
you in order to juitify. your Separation, 

There is One Aſſertion more in your Letter, * 
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I cannot but take Special Notice of here, viz. that 7: 
is Well Known that the Diſſenters are at the Remoteſs — 
ſtance from the Papiſis. For whatever you may Pretend, 
I think I can ſubjorin ſomewhat more than an Vin that 
there is ſome Reaſon to Suſpect you and your Brethren 
to be at the Bottom, if not Popi/s Prieſts under the Diſ- 
iſe of Independent Teachers, yet Tool made uſe of by 
the Papiſh Prieſis, (which comes much to the Same: ) 
in order whereunto I ſhall Compare Some Paſſages in 
Letter and the General Practice of you and your Bre- 
ihren with Some of the Directions above-mentioned for 


Reducing Popery imo this Kingdom. 


Some DireFions for Advancing 
Popery, as they are found in 


Balarini's Tr. to F. Young. | 


1. To make it Appear, how 
Near the Doctrine, Worſhip 
and Diſcipline of the Church 


of England comes to That of 


Rome; and at how Little Di- 
ſtance the Common Prayer is 
from the Maſs. 


2. To give it out, that the 
Wifeſt and Ableſt Men of the 
Church of England are ſo Mo- 
derate, that they would will- 
ingly Come over to the Ch. 


Rome, or at leaſt Meet. It 


balf way: whereby it will 

follow, that - | 
3: The More Stayed Me 

__ Become More Odious; 


| Common Opinion; and 


The Practice of the Diſſenting 
Teachers viz. 


1. Exatly Agreeable to 
the Direction in the oppo- 
lite Column, tis the General 
Practice of the Diſſenting Tea- 
chers to Draw off the People 
by no Artifice more, than by 
that of the Agreement of the 
Church of England with the 
Church of eme. 

2. This Stratagem likewiſe 
is Carefully made-uſe of by 
the Diſſenting Teachers; nei - 
ther doth it Want the Even 
mentioned in the Adjeyning 


Direction. For hereby it comes 


to paſs, that | 

lous Perſons for. Our Eſta- 
bliſbhment do Become More O- 
dious, even as Papiſis inthe 


4. Others 


Pays 


ö 
4. Others will Run on of 
Al! Religion for Fear of Po- 


Some Directions for the Ad- 
vancement ot Popery, given 
by the Jeſuit Contzens Po- 

«tit. l. 2. c. 18. vix. 


5. That Liberty being ob- 
tained under a Pretence 
Eaſe to Tender Conſciences , the 
Parties be Forbid to Contend 
with Each Other : for That will 
make way the more Eaſily for 
One Side to Prevail, 


ndix. 

4. Others by Separating from 
Our Communion Kun Out of 
All Dae Senſe of Keligion for 
Fear of Popery. 
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Some Paſiages in Mr. Dow- 
ley : Zener exaltly An- 
ſwerable thereunto, viz. 


5. That you are not ſatis- 


of | fied with obtaining Liberty 


of Conſcience under the Pre- 
tenle of Eaſe to Tender Con- 
ſciences ; but would have the 
Miniſters of our Church Re- 
ſtrained from ſo much as Wri- 
ting Againſt. your Praftice , 


that ſo your Party may the 
Better Prevail, will appear 
ges 


ſrom the Following Palla 


6. that Thoſe who Suſpec? 
the Deſign, and Preach A. 
gainſt It, be Traduced, as 


7. Men that Preach very 
Unſeaſonable Doctrine; and 


1 5 Men that are Proud, and 
HOpiniators, or Self-Con- 
ceited; and | 4 


of your Letter. For 
6. Becauſe I have clearly 
 Shewn, that the Deſigns of the 
Diſſenters ought to be ſuſpe- 
fed, you endeavour to Tra- 
duce Ale in your Letter, as 

7. One who have Pu- 
bliſhed my Two Letters at a 
very Unſeaſonable Time, this 
being the Plain Meaning of 
the Words, * Many Reaſons 
withold me from Writing at This 
ec Time &c. And 

8. Agreeable exactly to 
the adjoining Direction you 
charge me in the very Be- 
ginning of your Letter with 
| Being Conceited of my Own Per: 
formance. An 
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9. Enemies to Pence and 9. How exactly is the Col- 
Union. lateral Direction Anſwered 
- | by that Admonition of yours, 
viz. that Perſons ſhould ſhew 
more Manners to the Govern- 
| ment, than to ſcatter Strife when 
| the Royal Amhority calls Them 

10 Unity and Concord ? 


I leave you, Sir, and the Reader to Judge, whether it 
it doth pot Appear from the foregoing Particulars, that 
there is a very Cloſe Agreement between the Directions given 
by the Papiſis for ancing Popery Amongſt Us, and the 
Practice of the Diſſenting Teachers ; and whether you could 
poſſibly have Followed the Jeſuit Contzen's Rules more Exattly 
than you have Done in your Letter: and therefore whether 
there is not Reaſon to ſuſpeft, that the Papiſts do now (as 
well as they did in Mr. Zdwards's time) generally ſhelter them- 
ſelves under the V izour of Independency; and laſtly whether it 
may not be Aſcribed hereto, (namely to the Cunning of the 
Papiſs, eſpecially the Feſiits, in Carrying on their Own 
Cauſe, ) that the Independent Party (as well as that of the 
Quakers,) has Prevailed ſo much of laze as almoſt to ſwallow 
up the Other Parties, foraſmuch as the Independent (and 
Quaker,) comes much Neareſt to the Meaſures laid down 
by the Papiſts, and ſo can Belt Advance the Cauſe of Popery. 
That the Independent Model is a moſt Ready Way to 
Throw the Reformed Church into an borrible Confuſion, and 
to Expoſe: It to It's Adverſaries, if you will Not take My 
Judgement, however I hope you'l have ſome More Re- 
gard tothe Judgement of Ozhers, particularly of ſo Famous 
a Perſon as M. Claude. His Words then concerning Inde- 
pendeney are theſe ; © I could wiſh with all my foul, that 


© Thote that are gone ſo far as this Point, to think to 


* Break the External Bonds and the mutual Dependence of your 
e Flocks, and to give every Particular Church a kind of Sove- 
< reignty of Govern:-nt, would confider well whether Thai 
they pretend to do, be not Directiy Contrary to the Spirit of 


* Chrifanicy, which is a iris of Union, and Seciety, and wot 
0 
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& of Diuiſon. That they would conſider that under the 
« pretence that the Principle of the Reformed, was to Abhor 
it men's Domineering over Faith, and Conſcience, as a thing 
et Deſtructive of Religion, We ought not to Rejef# the 


te pridle of Diſcipline, nor to Shale off the whole yoke of Govern- 
« nent, nor Deprive our ſelves of the Succors we might 
« draw out of a General Union, for to Strengthen us in the 
tt True Faith, and in True Piety. That they would conti- 
ce der in fine, that the fame reaſon which makes them de- 
© fire the Independency of the Flocks,may be likewiſe imploy d 
« to eſtabliſh the Independency of the Perſons in every Flock. 
« For 4 Flock has no more Right to delire to be 7 

tc upon: other Flocks, than 4 Perſon might have to deſire to be 
t Independent upon other Perſons. But this would be to — 
1c All Diſcipline to Nothing, to Throw the Church, as mnc 
te as in us lies, into an horrible Confuſion, and to Expoſe the 
* Heritage of the Lord to the Reproaches of it's Atver- 
© aries, See M. Claude s Letter above-mentioned. 

Add hereunto what M. Deodate Divininity Proſeſſour at 
Geneve faith in his Letter to the Aſſembly of Divines con- 
cerning the /ndependenzs :<\Ve hear that fome Perſons of Tur- 
© ba/cns Spirits have taken to themſelves the moſt Deteſtable 
a name of Independent t: than which a more Grievons Cala- 
© ity cannot befall the Church, it being ſuch as Shakes the 
very Foundation of It. And having mentioned this Let- 
ter of M. Deodaze, I cannot omit taking notice of the High 
Entomium ot Commendation given by him to the Church 
of England, which He ſtiles the Eye of the ( Keformed) Churches 
Chriſts Peculiar Flock in a Singular manner &cc. 

I heartily wiſh that theſe Conſiderations may Awaken 
you, Sir, and Others Like you, and fo far Open your Eyes 
as that you may See, What an Excellently Conſtitmed Church 
(even in the Opinion of the Proteſtants Abroad ) you are 
Endeavouting to Weaken as much as you can; and How Zea- 
toufly you are Bringing about the Ends long lince Propoſed by 
the Papiſts to Themielyes, and in how Great a Meaſure 
have Already Finiſhed Their Work; inſomuch that I am ſure 
It is Not Unſeafonable to Wiſh, that you ate Not already 
Gone ſo far in Advancing the Popiſh Intereſt, as to Make It 
Unfeaſible to Put a Proper Stop ta It's Growth, As 
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As for that Hint given in your Letter concerning the Un- 
ſeaſonableneſs of my Publiſhing my Two Letters at This Time, 
I can make It appear, that this Pretence of Unſeaſonableneſs 
is Already of No Shorter Date than at leaſt 25 years; and 
whether the Time will Ever come, chat your Party will 
think Fit to Allpw It to be Ont of Date, tis not Hard to 
Conjecture. $6 that the Upſhot of this Specions Pretence 

is This, that the Miniſters of the Church of England ſhould Quietly 
| Suffer the People under Their Care to be ſeduced by the Diſtenting 
Teachers, and ſhowld never go about either to Confirm the I aver- 
ing, or 10 Reclaim Thoſe that are already Gone out of the Way. 
x A — This a very Modeſt Aſſertion to be Main- 
tai our Party? In ſhort may not Commen Drunk- 
khards , —— —.— z Common Ji/horemongers, &c. 
(when Their Miniſters Endeavour to Convince Them of Such 
Ther Sins, and Keprove Them for Such Enormities) tell their 
Miniſters with as much Truth, (as the Separatifs ſay ſo 
when they are Reproved for ſuch their Aſoſt Sinfull Practice,) 
that They Do what is Unſeaſonable> I hope Theſe Conſi- 
derations will give you Some Inſight into the Egregious 
Abſurdity of the Pretence of Unſeaſonableneſs, and make 

your Party begin to be Aſbamed of It at length. | 
I cannot think it altogether improper to take Notice here 
(as Biſhop Stilling fleet has in his Preface #0 the Unreaſ. of Sep. 
Þ-18.) of an Old Prophecy mentioned among Mr. Selden's 
MSS. viz. That Popery ſhould Decay about 15 Oo and be Reftored 
about 1709, moſt likely by means of Our Diviſions which Threat- 
en the Reformation and open Advantages to the Enemies of It &c. 
I ſhall only Wiſh, that as the Former Part of the foremen- 
tioned Prophecy has been exactly enough Fulfilled by the 
Signal Oppoſition and Stop given to Popery in 15 17. by Luther, 
ſo the Later Patt be Not as Fully Verified by a Reſtauration 
of Popery within the Like Diſtance from 1700, brought 
about by the Unwary and Ill Conduct of our Separazſts. 
And that there is but too much Occafion for ſuch a Wiſh, 
may be learnt from the Petition of the Biſhop of Cheſter, 
together with the Gentry and Clergy of the Sonth Parts 
of Lancaſhire againſt the Papiſts, Preſented to. the Parlia- 
ment during the Laſt Seſſion, and the Addreſs thereupon 
| preſented 
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preſented by theTwo Houſes of Parliament to Her Majeſty, 
in reſpect of the Intolerable Boldneſs of the Romiſh _ and 
Papiſes Acting againſt the Church of England much by the 
Same Methods as the Diſtenteri do, and ſuch as alike tend to 
the Overthrow of the Eſtabliſhed Church and thereby of the 
Proteſtant Religion in this Kingdom. 
To Prevent which Fatal Cataſirophe, or Turn of Affairs, as I 
know you and your Followers to be 5 Strict Obſervers of 
November V. $o deſire you would Peruſe an Excellent 
Sermon. Preached before Her Moſt Excellent Majeſty on That 
Day the very Laſt year by the Reverend Dr. Smaldridge, and 
lince Publiſhed by Fer Majeſty's Special Command; wherein 
among many whole/ome and Not Unſeaſonable Inſtructions 
and Remarks, you'l find this, viz. © Honeſt and Viſe Men 
© are not to be Caught by the Crafty Wilineſs of Theſe 
© Impoſtors, (that is, the Papiſes) when under a Falſe Diſ- 
4 guiſe They Rail againſt Forms of Prayer, againſt Superſti- 
te 470 Rite, and againſt Amichriſt, (as from Unqueſtionable 
« Authority we know They have ſometimes Done,) in the 
(© Separate Aſſemblies of Deluded Seftaries. Whether theſe 
1 Conſtitution would Overthrow it by laying 
te Gunpowder under our Houſes of Parliament, or by Scatteri 
i zhe Seeds of Diviſion amongſt Us, We may Hope that Their 
Wicked Purpoſes will — be Dn by Perſons al- 
{ways Vigilant, always Zealous for Preſerving Our Eſta - 
c label Cech and Government. th 


Let me Add herennto, that I Hope, that the Zaying 
Theſe Matters beſore Tos and your Followers (many whereof 
may be Ignoram of the Great Milchicfs they Lend an Help- 
ing Hand to,) may be of Some Ule to you, by Teaching you 
What is the very Beſt Manner of Keeping November V. as it 
enught, or ſo as to Prevent the Papifts Deſogns upon Us, namely, 
a Renouncing Tour Separation and Joining Inſiparabl in Com- 
gunion with Us, the Onely Proper Human Means to Daſh at 
Once All the Deſigns,nay even All the Hopes, of the Romaniſes, 
for the Future. 


I ſhall cloſe with that Collect of Our Excellem Litany 
iz 


O God 
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© Ged, merciful Father, ths deſpiſe br the ſghing of « comrice 


heart, nor the deſire of ſuch\as be ſorromful; Mercifully aſtiſy our 
» prayers that me make before thee in all oum troubles and adverſuies, 
whenſoever zhey e ang graciouſly hear us, thes thoſe evils 
2 STIs eck Devil or Man 5 
ainſt iu, be browght to nought,. and e providence 
22 they. ch be diſperſed, that we ſervants, bei — by 
no perſecutions, may evermore give thanks unto thee In thy Holy 
0 urch, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 3 


| 9 ariſe, help us, and deliver us, for thy Name's 
e. . | vl | 1. | | 


| 


